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PREFACE

OUR HOPE FOR YOU

Christians around the world believe the Bible is God’s inspired, inerrant Word. We 

say we affirm what the Bible affirms and we reject what the Bible rejects. But there’s a 

problem. Do most of us really know what the Bible says? Do we really know what the 

Bible is? In spite of the fact that we have more access to the Bible in more translations 

with more free study tools than at any time in history, Bible literacy is on the decline. 

Why is that? There are a number of reasons, but here are the two usual suspects: 

busyness and distraction.

Right now, trillions of dollars are being spent and the world’s brightest minds are being 

employed to distract you—seconds at a time—and then addict you to your distraction. 

In our modern age of “easy everywhere”, the most dangerous opponent to your 

spiritual growth is not an opposing world view, but the subversion of your attention. 

With every ping, ring, and vibration, with every video, social media post, gif, image, 

and text message, with every new game level, interesting article, urgent email, and 

sensational news update, we are being shaped by a different kind of master.

In addition, with all the time saving tools and technology at our disposal, we somehow 

seem to have less free time than ever before. Have you talked to anyone recently who 

is not busy? Us either. We tend to see busyness as significance. This affects how we 

engage Scripture. We want the Bible to give us something quick and easy. We see the 

Bible as a place for encouraging quotes, inspiring characters at best, and as an out-of-

touch, confusing book we’re guilty for not reading at worst. What if there’s a different 

way to see your Bible?
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What if you were able to slow down, remove distractions and ask simple questions that 

could make the Bible come alive for you? 

What if you had a community of people committed to this same practice, 

reading along with you and helping you work through tough questions?

What if you had access to knowledgeable teachers to lead you and your group?

That’s our hope for you in this Bible Study! Over the next 11 weeks, you’re going to be 

amazed at how well you get to know your whole Bible just through the lens of John’s 

Gospel! You’ll grow in your confidence to comprehend and apply what you read.  

Here’s our simple three-part approach:

• Read. (Comprehension) The first goal is simple comprehension. What does the 

text say? What does it not say? Who is speaking and what are they saying? Where 

are they? What is happening? When is it happening? We want to create room for 

you to slow down and see the Bible for what it is.

• Explore. (Interpretation) The second goal is interpretation. What does the text 

mean? Why did the author include this event, this conversation, this sermon, this 

commentary? What did it mean to the intended audience? What does it mean to 

us?

• Apply. (Application) Finally, you’ll ask God to show you how to apply what you’re 

learning through each passage. He will lead you!
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED FOR THIS STUDY

Your Own Bible –– We have included all the verses covered (John 13–21) at the 

beginning of each week’s study, but we also encourage you to have your own Bible as 

well. All verses referenced and quoted throughout this study are courtesy of the ESV® 

Bible (English Standard Version). 

If you’re looking to purchase a Bible and don’t know where to start, here’s a look at 

the spectrum of some of the most popular Bible translations roughly based on the 

translation philosophies of their publishers.

A Good Commentary –– After (and we emphasize after) you’ve thoroughly read  

through the text and worked through the study guide for the week, we recommend 

investing in a good commentary. Fortunately for the Gospel of John, there is an 

embarrassment of riches. Here is the one we recommend for our students: 

JOHN: AN INTRODUCTION AND COMMENTARY by Colin G. Kruse, Tyndale New 

Testament Commentaries, Volume 4GO

THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT

MSG

MSG — THE MESSAGE by Eugene Peterson (1991)
Living — Living Bible by Ken Taylor (1950)
CEV — Contemporary English Version (1995)
NLT — New Living Translation (1996,2004)
NIV — New International Version (1984)
HCSB — Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

NKJV — New King James Version (1982)
KJV — King James Version (1611, 1769)
ESV — English Standard Version (2001)
AMP — Amplified Bible (1965)
NASB — New American Standard Bible (1971, 1995)

LIVING CEV NLT NIV HCSB NKJV KJV ESV AMP NASB

WORD-FOR-WORD

PREPARATION
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WEEK 1

LET’S GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER

JESUS, THE BIBLE AND YOU
Take a few moments to get to know the people in your group. Here are some questions 
we want each of you to respond to for the group:

• What do you believe about the Bible? Why? (What shapes that belief?)

• What are your expectations for this Bible Study? (Why did you say “yes” to the 
invitation?)

• Describe what you think Jesus was like. What would it have been like to share a 
meal with Him? 

• What if you knew the precise day and the exact way you were going to die. What 
kinds of things would you do? What kinds of things would you stop doing?

• If you had to pick one of the two, what would you say the center of the Christian 
faith is: Jesus’ crucifixion or Jesus’ resurrection? Why?



5

WEEK 1

1
INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF GLORY

Today’s Reading: 20v30–31; 21v24–25; Selections from 1–12

Welcome to the Gospel of John Part 2! Over the next 11 weeks, you’re going to get 
to know Jesus through dramatic narrative, meaningful symbolism, passionate prayers, 
intimate conversations, and of course, betrayal, denial, trials, crucifixion, burial, and 
resurrection. The author of the Gospel of John has bookended the second half of this 
masterpiece, letting readers share two meals with Jesus and His disciples—meals in 
which He served them.

The Gospel of John is the most curated of all of the gospel accounts, and the Gospel 
of Glory is no different. As much as 90% of the narrative in this gospel is unique 
from the others, and yet the author leaves out a number of stories the other gospels 
include. There’s a reason for that. Written decades after Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
(the Synoptics), the author of the Gospel of John, seemed to have very clear goals for  
writing his own eye-witness account. 

Today, we’re going to look at two passages that help frame the purpose of this 
inestimably valuable artifact of the Christian faith, and take a few minutes to review 
the first half of the Gospel of John (John 1–12). Then later this week, you’ll want to get 
started right away with Week 2!
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WEEK 1

VIDEO: THE BIBLE PROJECT
We’re going to watch The Bible Project’s video Read Scripture: John Ch. 13–21. 
Look it up on YouTube or at jointhebibleproject.com and watch it again this week and 
throughout this study. 

Note: The Bible Project’s The Gospel According to John poster is at the back of this 
book for reference. It will help you remember what has happened and anticipate what’s 
about to happen next.

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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WEEK 1

READ & REFLECT
The author of the Gospel of John has been very meticulous in the shape and content 
of his gospel. Considering the verses below, what was the author’s intent for readers 
as we experience each miracle, each teaching, each conversation, and each narrative 
detail of this book. Read the following verses and write your thoughts below.

Read John 20v30–31
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Now let’s consider who wrote this gospel. It’s called the Gospel of John, but that’s not 
what the author called it. Is there anything in the text that tells us about the author? Do 
we notice anything about their writing strategy? Read the following verses and write 
your thoughts below.

Read John 21v24–25
24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written 
these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 Now there are also many other 
things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world 
itself could not contain the books that would be written.
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WEEK 1

REVIEW
Read John 1v14, 16
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth… 16 For from his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace.

Read John 2v9–11
9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master 
of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

Read John 3v1–3
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot  
see the kingdom of God.”

Read John 4:39
39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me all that I ever did.”

Read John 4v49–50, 54
49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, 
“Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went 
on his way… 54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 
Judea to Galilee.
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WEEK 1

REVIEW
Read John 5v5–6, 8–9
5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw 
him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, 
“Do you want to be healed?” — 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and 
walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.

Read John 6v11, 14–15
11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them 
to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. — 14 When the 
people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to 
come into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him 
by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

Read John 7v37–39
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now this he said about the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Read John 8v10–11
10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” 11  She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, 
and from now on sin no more.”

Read John 9v6–7
6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

Read John 11v43–44
43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his 
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
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WEEK 1

TEACHING
1. Who wrote the Gospel of John, when and for whom?

2. What makes the Gospel of John so different from Matthew, Mark, and Luke?

3. List the six miracles (signs) of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of John thus far (Chapters 
1–12). What will His final sign be?

Sign 1: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Sign 2: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Sign 3: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Sign 4: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Sign 5: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Sign 6: ____________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Final Sign: _________________________________________
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WEEK 1

4. Which of Jesus’ seven “I Am” statements has He made thus far? Which ones will we 
study in the second half?

Chapters 1–12:

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

Chapters 13–21:

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

I AM _________________________________________________ (John _____ v______)

5. What was the author’s purpose in writing this book?

6. What length of time does John 1–12 cover? What length of time will John 13–21 
cover? (Hint: This is kind of a trick question).
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WEEK 1

DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
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WEEK 1

DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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WEEK 2

2
THE LAST SUPPER

This Week’s Reading: John 13

The author of the Gospel of John begins the second half of his book with what we call 
The Last Supper. Jesus is celebrating His third and final Passover with His disciples  
before His crucifixion and glorification. Here the author of the Gospel of John draws 
our attention to one of Jesus’ remarkable acts of self-giving love, defying cultural 
norms, and setting an unforgettable precedent for His disciples by washing their feet 
during supper.

In addition, Jesus reveals that someone will betray Him, allows the disciples to question 
who it is, and then identifies His betrayer. Finally, Jesus gives a new commandment and 
predicts Peter’s triple denial during this meal.
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WEEK 2

READ
Read John 13 from start to finish.

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 
8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, 
but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13  You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not 
speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He 
who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it 
takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, 
I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me.”
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WEEK 2

READ
Continue John 13.

One of You Will Betray Me

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, 
uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining 
at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he 
was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who 
is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 
dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said  
to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew  
why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, 
Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give 
something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately  
went out. And it was night. 

A New Commandment

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 
and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 
come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where 
I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to 
him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38  Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will 
not crow till you have denied me three times.”
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WEEK 2

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 13.

EXPLORE

Focus on John 13v1–11.

1. Who’s telling us what’s happening in verses 1–5? What do you notice about the 
assumptions the author makes about your familiarity with his book and these stories?

2. What do you notice about the perspective the author brings to these verses? What 
kinds of details does the author seem to know that are beyond in-the-moment 
observation? Use these categories to locate his perspective. 

Historical (religious and cultural): 

Personal (eye-witness):

Spiritual (of another realm):

Divine (within the Godhead):
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WEEK 2

3. In verse 3, what knowledge motivates Jesus to get up from supper to wash His 
disciples’ feet?

4. Who does the author want us to know was going to be included in Jesus’ selfless act 
of foot washing (verse 2)? 

5. Look at verses 4–5. Foot washing was the menial task of gentile slaves in Hebrew 
culture. If you’re one of the disciples laying around the sacred food of this Passover 
meal and see your rabbi get up, take off His outer garment, and put a towel around 
His waist, what’s going through your mind? What tensions do you feel?

6. The author of the Gospel of John has used the narrative tool of misunderstanding 
throughout his book thus far. In your own words, walk through the conversation 
between Jesus and Peter to locate the use of misunderstanding and its meaning.

Peter said:

v6

v8

v9

Jesus said:

v7

v8

v10
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WEEK 2

EXPLORE

Focus on John 13v12–20.

7. Jesus returns to his place around the Passover meal and begins to unpack His vivid 
illustration. What lesson is Jesus trying to teach His disciples here (verses 14–15)?

8. The word translated “servant” in the ESV is the Greek word doulos. It is also 
sometimes translated as “bondservant” or “slave”.  Why do you think Jesus has to 
emphasize what seems to be an obvious fact—a slave is not greater than his master 
(verses 16)?

9. What does Jesus mean by “I know whom I have chosen” in verse 18?

10. How is Jesus planting a seed of belief and for whom is He planting it (verse 19)?
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WEEK 2

APPLY

“If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” John 13v17

Read that verse again slowly. Consider Jesus’ evocative demonstration of 
breathtakingly selfless, culture-defying love. Question: Were these strangers in His life 
or the people closest to Him? Note: the betrayer, denier, and doubter among them 
received the same love as faithful followers. But who receives the blessing? How easy is 
it to know this truth and not do it? Write 10 implications of verse 17 to your own life.
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WEEK 2

EXPLORE

Focus on John 13v21–30.

11. Read Isaiah 53v3–4. What does it mean that Jesus is a “man of sorrows,” 
“acquainted with grief,” and how does that help you understand what’s going on 
here in John 13v21?

12. In your own words, describe what must have been going through the minds of the 
disciples when they heard Jesus say one of them would betray Him (verse 22).

13. For the first of seven times (of course, it’s seven) in the Gospel of John, we are 
introduced to “the disciple Jesus loved” (verses 23–26). Write 7 things you notice 
about this disciple in these four verses:

 

 1. ________________________________________________________________

 2. ________________________________________________________________

 3. ________________________________________________________________

 4. ________________________________________________________________

 5. ________________________________________________________________

 6. ________________________________________________________________

 7. ________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2

14. What is the significance of Jesus giving bread to Judas? Read Psalm 41v5–9. Who 
are verses 5–8 prophesying about? Who is verse 9 foreshadowing?

15. History colors our view of Judas as the worst of all bad guys, but what should we 
make of the fact that the other disciples did not immediately look at Judas when 
Jesus said someone would betray Him, nor did they consider it when he left quickly 
(verses 22 and 28)? 

16. Read 1 Corinthians 10v12–13 in light of this scene and rewrite it in your own 
words, inserting your name where appropriate:

 
“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 

but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it.”
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WEEK 2

EXPLORE

Focus on John 13v31–38.

17. As soon as Judas leaves, Jesus starts talking about His glorification as the “Son of 
Man.” Read Daniel 7v13–14. What part of the glorification of the Son of Man does 
Daniel see? Does Jesus see a different glorification (verses 31–32)?

18. What reality is Jesus preparing His disciples for in verse 33?

19. In Leviticus 19v18 the Torah commands, “You shall not take vengeance or bear 
a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” How is Jesus upping the ante with His “new commandment” in verse 34?  

20. As Jesus begins to prepare His disciples for His death, resurrection, and ascension, 
He gives them two mantras that exemplify His way—namely self-giving, self-sacrificial 
love. Write those two mantras in your own words (verse 34–35).
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WEEK 2

21. What do you think Jesus means when He tells Peter, “you can’t follow me now, but 
you will follow afterward” (verse 36)? [Hint: Check out John 21v19] 

22. The author of the Gospel of John uses Peter’s words to Jesus as (almost comedic) 
bookends to chapter 13.  Go back and read Peter’s emphatic statement in verse 8 
and compare it to his emphatic statement in verse 37. What do you notice? Does 
Peter have the impression that discipleship to Jesus is something Jesus does for Him 
or something Peter does for Jesus? Explain.

23. Read Matthew 26v33–35. Was Peter the only disciple to misunderstand what 
Jesus was doing? Why do you think that is? 

Look ahead to John 18v15. Did all the disciples try to follow Jesus? Did Peter? Who 
do you think went with Him?
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WEEK 2

APPLY

In this chapter, we’ve seen Jesus exemplify self-giving love in an astounding way and 
then command His disciples to do it. Then we have seen Jesus double-down on that 
commandment by saying it’s the mark of discipleship. If Jesus’ love went beyond 
sentimental feeling to the realm of servanthood and sacrifice, what does that mean 
to you right now? What would it mean to orient your whole life––your prayers, your 
money, your time, your gifts, and your desires—around this core principle: I have been 
authorized to love like Jesus?  
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WEEK 2

DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 13
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WEEK 2

DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 13

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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WEEK 3

3
I AM THE WAY

This Week’s Reading: John 14

After Judas has left to betray Him, Jesus gives His final words of encouragement and 
wisdom for His troubled disciples. Jesus’ promises range from apocryphal and divine 
to practical and immediate. He continues to underscore His love for the Father and 
include His disciples in the blessing of that love. 

Jam-packed with transcendently helpful theology from God Himself, the author of the 
Gospel of John has written the narrative and discourse in such a way that these themes 
further intensify the mounting tension around Jesus’ imminent betrayal. The narrative 
of John 14 ends as Jesus concludes the Passover meal and commissions His crew to 
leave the venue.



30

WEEK 3

READ

Read John 14 from start to finish.

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe  
on account of the works themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that 
I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified  
in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
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READ

Continue John 14.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  
20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to 
him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself 
to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that 
you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and 
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away,  
and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going 
to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it 
takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk 
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I  
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the 
Father. Rise, let us go from here.
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REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 14.

EXPLORE

Focus on John 14v1–14.

1. Jesus continues His preparation of the disciples for His departure by saying, “Let not 
your hearts be troubled” (verse 1). What would have caused His disciples’ hearts to 
be troubled from chapter 13?

2. The authorial intent of the Gospel of John is that you might believe certain things 
about Jesus and “that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20v31). 
When you read Jesus’ directive in the second half of verse 1, what specific thing  
do you think Jesus wants His disciples to believe about Him?
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3. Jesus continues to empower His disciples to “not let their hearts be troubled” in 
verses 2–4 by talking about His “Father’s house”. What do you notice about this 
place, specifically as it relates to the presence of God?

4. Jesus seems to be talking about “Heaven” in verses 2–4. This is one of very few 
places the author of the Gospel of John talks about Jesus’ royal return (parousia).   
What idea of “Heaven” would the disciples have walked away with after this 
teaching?

5. Remember the author’s favorite literary technique—narrative misunderstanding? 
Have you formed the habit of slowing down to see what important meaning the 
author is offering when you see it? What do you think the author is up to with the 
misunderstanding in verses 4–5? How would they have known “the way” to the 
Father?
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6. This (verse 5) is not the first time we’ve seen Thomas’ misunderstanding in the 
Gospel of John (see 11v16).  If you were to describe the character of Thomas in the 
Gospel of John thus far, what would you say? How do you see Jesus interacting with 
Thomas?

7. In verse 6, Jesus makes the sixth of His seven “I am” statements in the Gospel 
of John in one of the most famous verses in the Bible. Why do you think people 
outside the Christian faith have issues with this type of claim from Jesus?  

8. What Jesus says next (verse 7) must have stopped the disciples dead in their tracks. 
He tells Thomas and the other disciples, “you’ve seen the Father since you’ve seen 
me.” Jot down what you notice about the reactions of people who saw God in 
Scripture.

Encounter: Reaction:

Moses in Exodus 33v18–23

Isaiah in Isaiah 6v1–7

Elijah in 1 Kings 19v11–13

Phillip in John 14v8

“We” in John 1v14
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9. How does Jesus react to Philip’s apparent skepticism and unbelief (verses 9–11)? 
Have we seen Jesus present this same pathway to belief in Him (via the works) 
elsewhere in John? If so, to whom (see John 10v37–38)?

10. What do you see about the Trinity (the triune nature of God: One God in three 
persons) in Jesus in verse 11?

11. In verse 12, Jesus makes a statement that would not only have been staggering to 
His hearers then, but is still a stunner today. What do you think Jesus meant? What 
do you think this promise means today?

12. Then Jesus follows the amazing promise of verse 12 with unprecedented access to 
God’s power in verses 13–14. What qualifier does Jesus give? What reason does He 
give for this promise? Who does He say will make good on the deal?
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APPLY
Around Church on the Move, we like to say that God takes everyone along a path 
with four key markers: Know God, Grow in Freedom, Discover Purpose, and Make a 
Difference. In John 14v1–14, Jesus presents His disheartened disciples along that path. 
While this is not a linear path, where would you say you are on this path right now? Are 
you in a season of getting to know God more intimately? Are you in a growth season 
where you’re pursuing freedom in a certain area? Or are you experiencing the fruit of 
difference-making power? Name your current phase and write some steps you need 
to take in this season.

EXPLORE
Focus on John 14v15–31.

13. One translation of verse 15 says, “When you [disciples] love me, you’ll be keeping 
these commandments of mine…” What do you think Jesus means by this?

14. As Jesus continues to offer resources to His disciples after His departure, what does 
Jesus mean by the words “another Helper” in verse 16?
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Jesus’ Words:

“I…”

“The Father…”

“another Helper…”

Role in this verse:
Person of the Trinity

identified:

15. Do you see the three persons of the Trinity in verse 16? Identify them below.

16. In verse 17, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of Truth” and foretells the 
the Spirit’s indwelling in His disciples. What are the implications of the Holy Spirit’s 
identity as “the Spirit of Truth” in the following verses? 

 1 Corinthians 2v12–14:
 
 1 John 2v26–27:
 
 1 John 4v4:

17. What does Psalm 10v14 say about God’s posture to the fatherless? Who is Jesus 
saying makes that promise possible (verse 18)?

18. What do verses 20–21 tell us about the Holy Spirit’s role in our relationship to the 
Father through Jesus?
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19. The author of the Gospel of John seems to use the term world in different ways. 
What do you think world means in verse 22?

20. For hundreds of years, the Jewish people had meditated longingly on prophetic 
promises of the Messiah, the one who would come and rescue them from their 
oppressors. How does Judas (not the betrayer) show us something about the nature 
of the human heart here in verse 22?

21. In your own words, write Jesus’ response to Judas (not the betrayer)
in verses 23–24.

22. In whom will Jesus and the Father make their home in verse 23? What does Jesus 
mean by “keep my word” or “not keep my words” verses 23–24?



39

WEEK 3

23. In Rome, the idea of peace was a threat. Those who had not kept the peace were 
mercilessly crucified. Throughout the Gospel of John, we’ve seen Jesus turn water 
to wine, heal the sick with the power of His word, multiply food for the masses, walk 
on water, heal the lame, give sight to the blind, and raise the dead. His life was 
threatened again and again. What kind of peace did Jesus have on offer (verse 27)?

24. Why does Jesus say the news of His departure to the Father should have made His 
disciples rejoice (verse 28)?

25. What does Jesus say about His relationship to “the ruler of this world” and how 
that relates to His relationship to the Father in verses 30–31? Why do you think 
Jesus wanted His disciples to know this?
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APPLY

Meditate on the themes of this chapter for a few moments:

Circle words that are meaningful to your life right now. Write a Spirit-led prayer of 
gratitude for the promises of Jesus as they pertain to those situations.

 • Anxiety
 • Heaven
 • Fatherhood
 • Abandonment
 • Skepticism and unbelief 
 • The world 
 • Belief
 • Love
 • Truth

 • God in three persons
 • Prayer
 • The work of the Holy Spirit
 • Miracles
 • Discipleship 
 • Peace
 • Rejoicing
 • Fear
 • The ruler of this world
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 14
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 14

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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4
I AM THE TRUE VINE

This Week’s Reading: John 15

The author of the Gospel of John now moves readers into the second extended section 
of Jesus’ farewell discourse. Against the backdrop of the fruitless vine of Israel’s corrupt 
leadership, Jesus gives us the seventh of His “I am” statements—“I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the gardener.” The life of a disciple flows from His life.

Further, Jesus makes a breathtaking claim about how this reality affects His disciples. 
They are His friends. And the otherworldly love and remarkable joy they’ve seen in 
Jesus will be theirs if they abide in Him and love one another. They will have access  
to this kind of love and power from His Holy Spirit.
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READ

Read John 15 from start to finish.

I Am the True Vine

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken 
to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to 
be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”
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READ

Continue John 15.

The Hatred of the World

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember 
the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But 
all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know 
him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been 
guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates 
my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they 
would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 
25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a 
cause.’ 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also 
will l will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 15.
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EXPLORE

Focus on John 15v1–17.

1. According to 1st century Jewish historian Josephus, there was a massive golden 
vine in the temple with gold-laid grape clusters ~6’ tall. Remember that Jesus, fully 
human, fully divine, only uses His Spirit-empowered man card (“I only do what I see 
the Father doing”) in His incarnate ministry. With this in mind, what do you think 
Jesus is trying to say in verse 1?

2. The roots of vine imagery goes deep into Hebrew Scripture. Make note of what 
stands out to you about Israel’s vine-identity in these Scriptures:

 Psalm 80v8–13:      Isaiah 5v7:

 Jeremiah 2v21:      Hosea 10v1:

3. What is Jesus saying about other “vines” when He claims to be the true vine in 
verse 1, as the final of His seven “I am” statements in the Gospel of John? What 
might those other “vines” be?
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4. In verses 1–2: we get a fuller picture of the metaphor. Connect the character to the 
vineyard imagery Jesus is using:   

 THE FATHER      FRUITFUL BRANCH

 JESUS       VINEDRESSER

 JESUS’ DISCIPLES     UNFRUITFUL BRANCH

 
 JESUS’ NON-DISCIPLES    THE TRUE VINE

5. Verses 2 and 6 talk about what happens to unfruitful branches. Should Christians be 
afraid of being cut off from “the vine” of Jesus? Why or why not? 

6. In verse 3, Jesus makes a connection to pruning and “the word (He) has spoken to 
(us).” The purpose of pruning a vine is not to damage the vine but to actually help it, 
yet a cutting away does occur. What must the Word do in order to make us fruitful?
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7. The Greek word for “abide” (verses 4–7) is μένω or menō and it means to make 
your home, continue, to stay, to remain, to dwell or to endure. Choose one of those 
meanings for each of the fill-in-the-blanks below: 

 “_________________________ in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit

 by itself, unless it ________________________(s) in the vine, neither can you, 

 unless you _________________________ in me. 

 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever ________________________(s) in 

 me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

 nothing. If anyone does not _________________________ in me he is thrown 

 away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 

 fire, and burned. If you _________________________ in me, and my words 

 _________________________ in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 

 for you.”

8. What happens to branches that try to take matters into their own hands (verse 6)?  
What correlation do you see today to the would-be disciples Jesus is describing 
here?

9. The first phrase of the Lord’s prayer is for God to glorify (or hallow) His name on 
earth as it is in Heaven. In verse 8, Jesus gives us a profoundly practical way to 
know if God’s name is being hallowed (glorified) in our world as it is in Heaven—that 
we bear much fruit. But whose job is fruit-bearing and whose job is branch-being 
(abiding)? Would you say Jesus (the true vine) is bearing much fruit? If so how?
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10. Compare verse 9 to John 20v21. Write 5 things you see about the correlation of 
these two verses. 

 1. ___________________________________________________________________

 2. ___________________________________________________________________

 3. ___________________________________________________________________

 4. ___________________________________________________________________

 5. ___________________________________________________________________

11. According to verse 10, is it possible for a person to keep the commands of God? 
Why or why not? How or how not? 

12. In light of verse 11 (and other passages like it), the Westminster Shorter Catechism 
states: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. Do most people 
think of a life of discipleship as being one of joy? What about you personally—do 
you see the commands of Jesus as offering fullness of joy? Why or why not?
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13. In verse 12, Jesus repeats His “new commandment” (John 13v34) and expounds 
on it a bit in verses 13–14. What do you think these verses tell us Jesus means by 
loving one another “as I have loved you”?

14. Who are the friends of Jesus? (verse 14–15)

15. Personalize verses 16–17 aloud:

“____________________ did not choose Jesus. 

Jesus chose ____________________ and appointed ____________________ 

So that ____________________ should go and bear fruit; 

And that ___________________’s fruit should abide, 

so that whatever ____________________ asks the Father in Jesus’ name, He may give it 

to ____________________. 

These things I command ____________________, so that ____________________
and his/her fellow disciples will love one another.”
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APPLY

God’s intent for you is that you would become the kind of person that He can empower 
to do what you want. Are you that kind of person yet? In this first section of John 15, 
Jesus has given us an outline to surrender our will to His in order to be shaped to that 
end. Pray these seven prayers from John 15v1–17.

• Jesus, You are my true vine. Thank you for grafting me in to You as my source for 
life.

• Holy Spirit, reveal the truth of God’s word and prune away anything fruitless in me.

• Bear fruit in me—much fruit!

• Help me to abide, stay, continue, remain, endure, and make my home in You.

• I resist any temptation to take “the good life” into my own hands. I’ll stick with 
You.

• I choose the fear of an eternal God over the comforts of temporal distractions.

• Help me and my fellow disciples bear fruit that lasts! 

EXPLORE

Focus on John 15v18–27.

16. Who is Jesus referring to as “the world” in verses 18–19? How is this different than 
“the world” of John 3v16–17?

17. Read James 4v4. How does this inform why Jesus says the world hates them in 
verse 19?
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18. What does Jesus mean by “I chose you out of the world” in verse 19?

19. In verses 20–21, Jesus connects the imminent persecution of His disciples from 
“the world” to their identification with Him (and His identification with them). In your 
own words, define what persecution looks like today. Are you being persecuted for 
identifying with Jesus? Why or why not?

20. Open your web browser and search for “persecuted church statistics”. What do 
you notice about modern persecution of people who are following Jesus? How do 
Jesus’ words in verses 20–21 inform your view of worldwide persecution today?
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21. Do verses 22–25 seem to be saying if Jesus hadn’t come, the Jewish leadership 
would not have been guilty of sin? Do people who die having never heard the 
Gospel get an automatic pass to Heaven? Explain your answers. 

22. Jesus finishes this section of His longest monologue in the Gospel of John by 
giving His disciples a few more details about the coming Holy Spirit, in
verses 26–27. Write what we learn about the Holy Spirit here.

 Jesus calls the Holy Spirit what?

 What else? 

 Who sends? 

 From whom?

 The Holy Spirit bears witness through whom? 

 Because why?
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APPLY

Take a few moments to pray for the persecuted Church around the world, specifically 
for the top 8 worst areas, as the Holy Spirit leads.

China
North Korea
Eritrea
Iran
Nigeria
Sudan
Vietnam
Burma
Pakistan
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 15
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 15

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?



57

WEEK 5

5
I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD

This Week’s Reading: John 16

In last week’s reading the disciples were admonished to abide in Jesus so that they 
would bear fruit that will remain and in doing so they will love one another as they 
have been loved. In chapter 16, we find ourselves in the continuation of Jesus’ final 
discourse to His disciples. Jesus is giving those closest to Him vital instructions and 
encouraging them to persevere as the work of the Holy Spirit is further illuminated. 
Jesus reassures them that fullness of joy awaits them even in the face of impending 
sorrow and the peace that will sustain them in the midst of tribulation is found in  
Him alone.
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READ

Read John 16 from start to finish.

1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you 
out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think 
he is offering service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told them to you. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But 
now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I 
do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on 
his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. 

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy

16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will 
see me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says 
to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he 
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.”
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READ

Continue John 16.

19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are 
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and 
again a little while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 
joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but 
when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that 
a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but I 
will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of 
the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in 
my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

I Have Overcome the World

25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will 
no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 
26 In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father 
on your behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and have come into 
the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 
speech! 30 Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question 
you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do 
you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the 
Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”



60

WEEK 5

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 16.

EXPLORE

Focus on John 16v1–15.

1. Read John 16v1. Look back at the last couple of chapters and consider what Jesus 
has said to help the disciples not “fall away.” What comes to mind?

2. What do you think Jesus means by “fall away” and what are the circumstances that 
might cause someone to fall away?

3. What does Jesus warn His disciples will happen to them in verse 2? 

4. It’s hard to imagine what being put out of the synagogue would have meant 
for the life of a Jew living in ancient Israel. Another word for this would be 

“excommunication.” Why do you think Jesus is preparing them for this
type of experience?
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5. In the second part of verse 2, Jesus mentions to the disciples that, “whoever kills 
you will think he is offering service to God.” What does that statement say about the 
culprit Jesus has in mind? Why would they think they are offering a service to God?  

6. In verse 3, Jesus tells His disciples why these things will happen to them.
What does He say? 

7. Why would it be important for the disciples to remember Jesus’ words “when their 
hour comes?” (see verse 4)  

8. Why did Jesus not tell His disciples these things earlier? What happened to the 
disciples as a result of what He shared with them? (see verses 4b–6)

  

9. According to verse 7 why does Jesus say He must go away? 

10. Put yourself in the place of the disciples. Imagine everything you’ve seen, heard, 
felt, and observed from your rabbi Jesus the past three years. Now He’s all of a 
sudden telling you it’s to your advantage that He goes away. What are your initial 
(honest) thoughts?
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11. What three things is the Holy Spirit going to convict the world of according to 
verse 8? 

1. ____________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________

12. Finish the following phrases from verses 9–11. 

 “concerning sin, because _____________________________________;“

 concerning righteousness, because ___________________________ and 

 ________________________________________;” 

 concerning judgement, because ______________________________.“  

13. Jesus says, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” 
And then He begins talking about the ministry of the Holy Spirit. What are three 
things the Holy Spirit is specifically tasked with doing as outlined in verses 13–15? 

1. ____________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________

14. In verses 12–15, when Jesus describes the way the Holy Spirit operates, it sounds 
eerily familiar to some of the things we’ve heard Jesus say earlier in John’s Gospel 
about His own relationship with the Father. What does this reveal about the person 
and work of the Holy Spirit?
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APPLY

Jesus said that one of the roles of the Holy Spirit would be to guide us into all truth (or 
reality). In other words, the Holy Spirit will show us the way things really are. Describe a 
circumstance or situation where you need the Spirit of Truth to guide you into all truth.
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EXPLORE

Focus on John 16v16–33.

15. What do you think Jesus means when He says, “A little while, and you will see me 
no longer, and again a little while, and you will see me.”? (verse 16)

“A little while, and you will see me no longer..”: 

“..and again a little while, and you will see me.”:

16. In verses 17–18 the disciples are trying to answer the same question you just 
did. Jesus knew what they were wondering and He responds by saying they will 
experience sorrow while the world does what? Why would the world respond that 
way? (verse 20)

At the end of verse 20 what does Jesus say will happen to the disciples’ sorrow? 

17. Jesus compares their situation of sorrow to a woman giving birth in verse 21. What 
do you think Jesus is trying to say about their moment of joy? When will that be 
“birthed” for them?  

18. Read Isaiah 26v17–18 and 66v7–9 to get a feel for the common childbirth analogy 
used by the prophets. Match which group of people you think Isaiah is referring to in 
each (look at the surrounding verses for hints).
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Isaiah 26v17–18                             New Humanity

Isaiah 66v7–9                                  Israel

19. Why do you think no one will be able to take away the disciples’ joy? (verse 22)

20. In verse 22 Jesus says a day is coming when the disciple’s joy will be secure. In that 
day, Jesus says, they won’t ask Him for anything. Instead, they will ask the Father in 
Jesus’ name. Why do you think this is such good news for the disciples, even if they 
don’t realize it in the moment?

21. Read John 16v23–24. Now go back and read John 14v12–14 and 15v7–8 
& 16. Jesus is not just making controversial claims about Himself, but about the 
unprecedented access the disciples will have to the Father through His name.  
Do you think this access is contingent upon anything? If so, what?  

22. Read verse 25. Match the figure of speech Jesus used with its location in
the book of John.  

  Water       JOHN 10v11

  Sheep & Shepherd    JOHN 6v35 

  Bread       JOHN 4v14

  Harvest      JOHN 15v1

  Vine & Vinedresser    JOHN 4v35
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23. Verses 26–27 pack a huge theological punch. Paraphrase these verses
in your own words. 

Why would this be a profound statement to the disciples? 

Read verses 26–27 again with your name in place of “you.” How is Jesus encouraging 
you to make use of your access with the Father?
 

24. What does Jesus finally say that inspires the disciples’ response in verse 29? 

25. Verse 30 is a declaration of faith in Jesus. What two things do the disciples affirm 
about Jesus’ identity? 

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

26. In verse 32, Jesus says, “Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come…”
What does Jesus say is going to happen to the disciples?
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Who does Jesus say will be with Him? 

27. In verse 33, Jesus says that He said what He did so that the disciples would have 
peace in Him. Why is it imperative that Jesus be the source of the disciples’ peace, 
especially in light of what’s to come in future chapters? 

28. Jesus then tells the disciples that in the world they will have tribulation but that they 
should take heart. What do you think it means, practically, to “take heart”? Read 1 
John 4v4 for another perspective on this phrase.   

29. Go back and read John15v18–19. Why are the disciples going to experience 
tribulation in the world? (verse 33)

30. In verse 33 Jesus says that He has overcome the world. How do you think the 
disciples would have responded to this statement in light of what Jesus has been 
saying?

Now think ahead to the cross. Why is this statement of “Jesus overcoming the world” 
so paradoxical? In what ways has Jesus overcome the world?



68

WEEK 5

APPLY

Jesus said that joy awaited his disciples on the other side of sorrow. How does the 
reality of Jesus’ resurrection infuse your day-to-day life with joy?
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 16
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 16

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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6
THE HOUR HAS COME

This Week’s Reading: John 17

We ended last week’s reading with Jesus encouraging His disciples to “take heart”  
in spite of the tribulation they will experience in the world. In the face of his own  
death, Jesus declares that he has overcome the world and those who are His will 
undeniably experience the same victory. In chapter 17 Jesus prays what is commonly 
referred to as “the high priestly prayer”. In this seminal moment, Jesus prays for the 
protection and unity of all believers, that they may be one as He and the Father are 
one, so that the whole world would know that Jesus, eternally loved, was sent into  
the world by the Father.
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READ

Read John 17 from start to finish.

The High Priestly Prayer

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 
have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 
gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 
I had with you before the world existed. 

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 
Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them 
the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for 
them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 

11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you 
have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the 
son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, 
and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not 
of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of 
the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 
just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As 
you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I 
consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.
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READ

Continue John 17.

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 
word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The 
glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, 
I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 
my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, 
and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I 
will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.”

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 17.
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EXPLORE

Focus on John 17v1–10.

1. Jesus shifts His attention from His disciples to who in verse 1? How should that 
inform everything you’re about to read?

2. When Jesus says, “Father; the hour has come” it indicates that this entire gospel 
account has been leading up to this point. How does the following statement 
showcase the unity of the Son and the Father? 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify You, since you 
have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have given 
Him.” John17v1b–2

3. In your own words, what does it mean to “glorify?” 

4. How does Jesus define eternal life in verse 3? Does he seem to focus more on  
“quantity” or “quality”? 

How does this definition differ from how most people think of eternal life today?
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5. How exactly did Jesus glorify the Father while on the earth? What kind of work was 
He given to do? What common themes do you see (Look back at John 1v18, 2v11, 
5v17, 14v9)?

6. In verse 5, Jesus says there was a type of glory He had with the Father before 
coming to earth as a man (the incarnation). Take some time to revisit John 1v1–2 
and then flip ahead and read Philippians 2:5–11. In light of these passages, what do 
you think Jesus was envisioning regaining after His resurrection and ascension? 

7. “Manifest” means to make something clear or obvious to the eye or the mind. What 
does Jesus say He manifested in verse 6? 

What previous statement of Jesus in verse 4 does this sound like?

8. Go back and read Exodus 3v13–15. When Moses asks God whom he should say 
sent him to the people of Israel, what does God say?



76

WEEK 6

9. One of the ways Jesus manifested God’s name in the Gospel of John was through 
making 7 declarative statements about who He was. List them below. 

I Am ________________________(6v48)   I Am _______________________(11v25)

I Am ________________________(8v12)   I Am _______________________(14v6)

I Am ________________________(10v9)   I Am _______________________(15v1)

I Am ________________________(10v11)

10. In verse 6, Jesus says that He has manifested God’s name to the people God gave 
Him out of the world. He then goes on to describe these people through verse 8. 
Write down five things you observe about the “people”.  

1. _______________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________________

11. According to verse 9, who was Jesus not praying for? How do you reconcile this 
with a verse like John 3v16?  

12. Verse 10 is the only time in John’s Gospel that Jesus says the disciples (not just the 
twelve, but all those that have believed in Him) brought Him glory. How do you think 
they they did this?
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APPLY

God created you specifically and uniquely to bring Him glory. What are some unique 
characteristics or gifts that you’ve been given that God desires to use to reveal who He 
is to those who are far from Him?
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EXPLORE

Focus on John 17v11–26.

13. Jesus knows He is leaving the world and going to the Father, so He prays that those 
who are His would be kept by the Father so that they would be one as He and the 
Father are one. There are many things Jesus could have prayed for in this moment. 
Why do you think He chose this? (verse 11)

What about human nature does Jesus seem to know?  

14. The concept of a “name” in ancient cultures carried with it everything you needed 
to know about a person. It was their autobiography in one word. With that in mind, 
what do you think Jesus is saying in verses 11–12?

15. Who is Jesus referring to at the end of verse 12?  

16. In verse 14 Jesus says that the world hates the disciples for the same reason it
   hates Him. What is that reason? Again, how do you reconcile that with John 3v16? 

17. In verse 15, Jesus asks that the Father would keep the disciples from who? What 
other famous prayer from Matthew and Luke does this remind you of?
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18. To “sanctify” means to be set apart for holy service to God. In verse 17, what does 
Jesus ask the Father to do?  What seems to distinguish the disciples from the world? 

What role does the “word” play in the sanctification of the disciples? 

19. Jesus says that He is sending the disciples into the world in the same way that He 
was sent. Revisit John 1v9–11 and describe how the disciples being sent is similar to 
the way that Jesus was sent. 

20. In verse 20, Jesus expands the scope of His prayer to who?

Who does this include? 

a. You                                          
b. Judas Iscariot 
c. Abraham  
d. All of the above 
e. None of the above

21. How do verses 21–23 echo verse 11? What’s the common theme?

Why do you think this is one of the central themes of this chapter and Jesus’ high 
priestly prayer?
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22. Read verses 22–23 a few times and let yourself marvel as you read. The type of 
unity that Jesus wants the disciples (including you!) to have with the Father is no 
less than the unity He Himself has with the Father. What action of Jesus in verse 22 
seems to be the key to this unity?    

23. We’ve seen a trend throughout the book of John where several of the themes 
presented in the prologue re-emerge throughout the remainder of this gospel 
account. Go back and read John 1v1–18. Can you identify at least 3 of these themes 
present in verses 24–26?  

24. In verse 26, Jesus says He will continue to make His name known. If He is going 
away, how will He continue to make His name known? (See John 14v26, 15v26, 
16v13–15)

Think back to what you’ve read and learned about the concept of a “name.” How 
does this help you better understand what the Third Commandment (Exodus 20v3) is 
ultimately about?
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APPLY

Jesus makes it clear that the world will know that He was sent by God because of the 
unity of all believers (John 17v21). Why do we as Christians struggle with this concept 
so profoundly? What is God asking you to personally do to move toward your brothers 
and sisters in Christ for the sake of the world knowing who Jesus is?
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 17
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 17

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?



85

WEEK 7

7
KING OF THE JEWS

This Week’s Reading: John 18

As Jesus and His disciples enter the garden in the opening of John 18, the words of 
Jesus’ prayer for His disciples are fresh on their minds. In the last few chapters, Jesus 
has been sharing His final words with the disciples in private. In this chapter, the action 
ramps back up as Jesus is thrust back into the public view as a criminal on trial. The 
tension also builds around Peter with a violent outburst and his foretold denial, in 
contrast with Jesus’ resigned composure in the face of certain death.
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READ

Read John 18 from start to finish.

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook 
Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, 
who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 
3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests 
and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, 
knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do 
you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” 
Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am 
he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you 
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. 
So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spo-
ken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s 
name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I 
not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

Jesus Faces Annas and Caiaphas

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested 
Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews 
that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 

Peter Denies Jesus

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was 
known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 
16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and 
brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of 
this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.”
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READ

Continue John 18.

18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and 
they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself.

The High Priest Questions Jesus

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus 
answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues 
and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why 
do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I 
said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 
with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered 
him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, 
why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Peter Denies Jesus Again

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also 
are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the 
servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, 
“Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a 
rooster crowed. 

Jesus Before Pilate

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It 
was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that 
they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to 
them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered 
him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.”
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READ

Continue John 18.

31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The 
Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill 
the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

My Kingdom Is Not of This World

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or 
did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.  
But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for 
this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who  
is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt 
in him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. 
So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, 
“Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 18.
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READ

Focus on John 18v1–18.

1. Verse 1 begins with “When Jesus had spoken these words…” What are some of the 
big ideas Jesus has just disclosed to His disciples in the previous chapters? In other 
words, what’s on their minds as they get closer to the cross? 

2. Where did Jesus go with His disciples? (verse 1)

3. How did Judas know where Jesus was? (verse 2) 

4. Make a note of everything you observe in verse 3. Who does Judas gather 
together? What are they carrying?

5. What do you think these soldiers would have been expecting when they went with 
Judas to find Jesus? 

6. What action does Jesus perform in verse 4 when He realizes what’s happening? How 
does that foreshadow what is to come?
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7. What happens when Jesus identifies Himself by replying to the soldiers, “I am He” in 
verse 6? 

When this happened, the soldiers were not willingly assuming a posture of worship, 
but rather found themselves powerless in the presence of Jesus. What does this say 
about the nature of Jesus and His willingness to hand Himself over to them?  

Why do you think Jesus had to ask them the same question a second time in verse 7?

8. Jesus asks the soldiers to let the disciples go for what reason in verse 9? 

9. What does Simon Peter do in retaliation to Jesus’ arrest in verse 10?  

10. We know from our study of John 10v3 that those who are Jesus’ sheep know 
His voice, and He calls them out by name. What is the name of the servant who is 
assaulted by Peter? (verse 10) Why might the gospel writer have
included this information?
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13. Fill in the blank: 

So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your ____________ into its sheath; shall I not 

_____________ the ________________ that the Father has given me?” 

John 18v11  

14. The sword and the cup carry a similar meaning (both signify death), but there are 
some fundamental differences in the method. Describe the differences between 
Peter’s methods and Jesus’. 

15. The soldiers took Jesus to Annas who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high 
priest that year. It was Caiaphas who unknowingly prophesied what in
John 11v50–52?  

16. What do we learn about the unnamed disciple in verse 15? How does that help 
explain how this disciple knew the name of the servant struck by Peter?   

17. How does Peter gain access to the courtyard of the high priest? (verse 16)
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18. Look up Luke’s account of the interaction between Peter and the servant girl in 
Luke 22v54–56. What differences stand out?

Peter is most likely standing with the men who saw his violent reaction to Jesus’ arrest. 
What must have been going through his mind in that moment?   

19. How does Peter respond when the servant girl asks if he is one of Jesus’ disciples? 
(verse 17) 

Contrast Peter’s statement with Jesus’ in verse 5. What do you think John is trying to 
show us by placing the words and actions of Peter and Jesus side-by-side?
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APPLY

In John 18, we see Peter, who was bold enough to cut off someone’s ear when Jesus 
was being arrested, suddenly denying that he even knows Him. Is there anything about 
Peter’s behavior that you relate to? In what ways, in word or deed, have you found your 
zeal for Jesus misplaced or missing all together?
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EXPLORE

Focus on John 18v19–40.

20. In verse 19, the high priest questions Jesus about what two things? Why do you 
think he picked those two things? Why not His miracles?

1. 

2. 

21. True to form, Jesus returns the high priest’s questions back on him by doing what in 
verses 20–21? Who does He tell the high priest to ask instead?

22. Why do you think Jesus was justified in His response to the high priest? If this were 
an official hearing rather than interrogating the accused, what should the high priest 
have done? (verses 20–21)

23. The officer’s purpose in striking Jesus in verse 22 was no doubt humiliation and 
punishment, intended to make Jesus cower. How does Jesus react? What about the 
nature of Jesus do we see here?

Again, why is Jesus justified in His response?
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24. Turn back a few chapters and read John 13v38. These words of Jesus are meant 
to prepare Peter (and us) for what happens to Peter in John 18v17, 25–27. Do you 
think his denials are blatant acts of disobedience, shrewd self-preservation tactics, or 
somewhere in between? Explain your answer. 

Once he denied Jesus the first time, do you think it was easier or more difficult for 
Peter to deny Him again? 

25. There is a subtle irony that is taking place in the back-and-forth between Peter’s 
testimony and Jesus’ (18v15–27). Can you identify what it is? 

26. In verse 24, we saw Jesus being led where? Where is He going in verse 28? 

What scene is apparently missing from this narrative? 

27. In verse 28, they arrive at the governor’s headquarters early in the morning, 
indicating that Jesus has been questioned all night. How do you think everyone was 
feeling physically? Emotionally?
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28. Why did those who brought Jesus to Pilate not enter the governor’s headquarters 
in verse 28?

What is contradictory about their behavior and beliefs here? 

29. Throughout this narrative, it’s important to keep in mind that an average Jew would 
have considered Rome to be the new “Babylon” of the day. Even though the people 
of Israel had returned to their land after exile, they still lacked real freedom. With this 
in view, what does that say about the willingness of the Jewish leaders to conspire 
with Rome in the trial of Jesus?

30. Pilate asks the Jews why they brought Jesus to him in verse 29. What accusation 
do the Jews provide in verse 30?   

In verse 31, we find out the real reason why they brought Jesus to Pilate.
What is that reason? 

31. This is not the first attempt on Jesus’ life. The Jews attempted to stone Him 
twice before (John 8v59, 10v31). Why do you think the Jews are seeking a Roman 
execution specifically? What do they have to gain from a public execution?
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32. What is the first question that Pilate asks Jesus in verse 33?

How does Jesus respond? Why not answer with a simple “yes” or “no”?

33. For Jesus to claim any type of kingdom would have been reason enough for 
suspicion from Pilate. How is the kingdom that Jesus describes different from the 
type of kingdom Pilate, or even the Jews, expected? Compare and contrast an 
earthly and heavenly kingdom. (verse 36) 

   EARTHLY   HEAVENLY

34. You can almost hear the exasperation in Pilate’s voice as he asks again in verse 37, 
“So you are a king?” What connection does Jesus then make between His birth and 
His kingdom? Why did He come? 

35. When Jesus says, “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice,” Pilate 
responds with, “What is truth?” Turn back to John 17v17. How does Jesus define 
truth? Now turn to John 1v14. Fill in the blanks below based on the logic
of these verses. 

If ____  ___________ is truth and _____________ is the Word 

then _________________ is Truth.
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36. Throughout the trial of Jesus, we will see people inadvertently affirming Jesus’ 
identity. What does Pilate say in verse 39 that does just that? 

37. What is the custom during the Passover that Pilate appeals to? (verse 39) 

38. The name Barabbas literally means “son of the father”, a title also held by Jesus of 
Nazareth. Which “Son of the Father” do the Jews want released?

39. Verse 40 in the ESV says that Barabbas was a robber, but there are a few verses 
that give more context to his crime. Read Matthew 27v16 and Mark 15v7. 
Barabbas could more aptly be described as what? 

What is the chief irony in the release of Barabbas in light of the coming crucifixion  
of Jesus?
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APPLY

At the end of John 18, one man’s life is exchanged for another. The innocent is 
exchanged for the guilty. The same is true of us. The life of Jesus was given in 
exchange for ours. How has your study of the Gospel of John challenged and/or 
deepened your understanding of salvation?
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WEEK 7

DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 18
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WEEK 7

DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 18

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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8
THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST

This Week’s Reading: John 19

Last week, we read about the betrayal and arrest of Jesus at the hand of one of His 
disciples, Judas Iscariot. Upon His arrest, Jesus is called before the high priests of Israel 
and continues His journey to the cross with the disciples following at a distance.      

The trial of Jesus continues this week as He is brought before a reluctant Pilate, who 
eventually succumbs to the desires of the Jews and hands Jesus over to be crucified. 
It’s at this point, with Jesus on the cross, that John begins to weave together all of his 
thematic threads, preparing us for the grand finale.
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READ

Read John 19 from start to finish.

Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown 
of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went 
out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know 
that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the 
officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, 
“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made 
himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 
9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you 
not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus 
answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given 
you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release 
this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 
Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on 
the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 
14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He 
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests 
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them
to be crucified.
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READ

Continue John 19.

The Crucifixion

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called 
The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, 
and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also 
wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 
the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So 
the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have 
written I have written.” 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them 
into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the
Scripture which says, 
 “They divided my garments among them, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus 
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” 
And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

The Death of Jesus

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 
thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine 
on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour 
wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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READ

Continue John 19.

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the 
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their 
legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came 
out blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and 
he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these things 
took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 
37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

Jesus Is Buried

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate 
gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who 
earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen 
cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where 
he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one 
had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was 
close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 19.
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REFLECT

Now shift your focus to John 19v1–16.

1. In verses 1–3, what similarities do you imagine exist between this scene of the 
soldiers mocking Jesus and a typical coronation ceremony?

What differences do you notice?

2. What are Pilate’s famous words in verse 5?

Like many other places in John’s gospel, John is utilizing irony here, showing that there 
can be a double meaning behind certain words and phrases. What do you think the 
two meanings are behind Pilate’s words?

First meaning:

Second meaning:

3. The specific law mentioned by the Jews in verse 7 is found in Leviticus 24v16. 
Write down that verse below. Has Jesus been accused of this before in
John’s Gospel?

4. What do you think Pilate is afraid of in verse 8?
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5. In a typical court case, you would expect an innocent victim to plead their case 
before the appropriate authorities, but we never see Jesus do that. Flip in your Bible 
to Isaiah 53v7. How does this prophecy help you understand what is going on in 
John 19v9?

6. In verse 10, Pilate tells Jesus he could release Him based on his authority. What two 
authorities does Pilate claim to have?

#1 - 

#2 - 

What kind of authority does Pilate have according to Jesus in verse 11?

7. In verse 11, Jesus says, “Therefore he who delivered me over to you…” Who is the 
“he” Jesus is referring to? Circle your answer (Look back at John 18 for help).

God                     Caiaphas                Judas

8. Why do you think Pilate sought to release Jesus as it says in verse 12? 

What tactics do the Jews use in response to get him to change his mind?
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9. Pilate utters a phrase in verse 14 similar to the one in verse 5. What is it?

Once again, there is irony and double meaning going on here. What do you think the 
two meanings are this time?

First meaning: 

Second meaning:

10. In verse 15, the Jews cry out, “We have no king but Caesar.” Think back through 
what you know about the history of Israel (For reference, look back at
Deut. 17v14–20, Judges 8v23, and 1 Sam. 8v7). Why is this statement so tragic?

APPLY

It’s not just these Jews that cry out, “We have no king but Caesar.” Jesus offers Himself 
to every culture and every generation, only to hear, “We have no king but ______.” 
What are some of the things that our current culture puts in that blank?



110

WEEK 8

EXPLORE

Now look at John 19v17–27.

11. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), John doesn’t bother to 
mention anything about the two criminals next to Jesus in verse 18. Why do you 
think that is? Where does he want your focus?

12. The purpose of placing an inscription on a cross was primarily to deter others from 
committing the same crime. What does the inscription that Pilate places on Jesus’ 
cross in verse 19 say?

13. We’re told that it was written in three languages. What were they? And why do you 
think it wasn’t written in just one language?

14. The chief priests aren’t happy about Pilate’s inscription. What do they suggest it say 
instead in verse 21?

Why would they want it changed?
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15. Psalm 22 is one of the most frequently quoted psalms in the New Testament, and 
John quotes it here in verse 24. What purpose do you think John has in showing 
how these prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus’ enemies?

What reason do the soldiers give for not tearing Jesus’ tunic?

What reason does John give?  

16. Look at verses 25–26. John lists four people near the cross (three women and one 
man). Who are they?

1 - 

2 - 

3 - 

4 - 

17. What two statements does Jesus make in verses 26–27? What do you think is 
going on here?



112

WEEK 8

EXPLORE

Now look at John 19v28–37.

18. Verse 28 mentions a statement made by Jesus unique to John’s gospel: “I thirst.” 
Recall the theme of water throughout John’s gospel (especially in John 4 & 7). Why 
do you think it’s significant that Jesus says He is thirsty? 

19. John notes that Jesus was given “sour wine” on a sponge connected to a “hyssop 
branch.” Look up Psalm 69v21 and Exodus 12v22 for context on these details. 
Why do you think John chose to include them? 

20. Jesus says, “IT is finished,” in verse 30. In your own words, what do you think 
Jesus is talking about? Write down five things that come to mind (If you need help, 
look back through John’s gospel at what Jesus told people he came to do). 

1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________

21. Verse 30 says that Jesus gave up “his spirit.” Do you think that’s a reference to the 
Holy Spirit or his human spirit? Explain your answer.
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22. Why would the Jews ask Pilate to break the legs of the bodies in verse 31? 

23. What comes out of Jesus’ side when the soldiers pierce him in verse 31? Write 
what you think each symbolized next to each.

___________ : 

___________ :

24. What two additional fulfilled prophecies does John include in verses 36–37? 

#1 - 

#2 -

APPLY

Look back at your list in question 20 regarding Jesus’ statement, “It is finished.” What 
seems to specifically resonate with you in your current season of life? Why do think that is?
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EXPLORE

Now look at John 19v38–42.

25. What two individuals does John say helped with the burial of Jesus in this section? 

Is that surprising to you? Whom would you have expected instead, and why?

26. The way John presents the journey of Nicodemus throughout his gospel is a perfect 
illustration of his stated purpose (20v30–31). Take a look at all three places he is 
mentioned. In your own words, describe the progression of his faith. What do you 
think he believes about Jesus in each of these passages?

John 3v1–21:

John 7v45–52:

John 19v39–42:
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27. Verses 39–42 give several details regarding the burial process of Jesus. List five 
things you observe.

1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________ 

28. Where do you think the twelve disciples are during this scene? Contrast their 
actions with those of Joseph and Nicodemus.
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 19
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 19

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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9
THE RESURRECTION

This Week’s Reading: John 20

Last week, we concluded with the Son of God wrapped in cloths, buried in a tomb with 
no hint of life in His body. It’s at this point in cosmic history that everything changes, all 
because the story of Jesus does not end in a tomb.  

This week, we encounter the risen Lord Jesus through His intimate encounters with 
Mary Magdalene and the disciples. It becomes clear that even though this Jesus is 
walking around and passing through walls in a glorified body, He is still the same grace-
extending, belief-inviting Rabbi they had known before.
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READ

Read John 20 from start to finish.

The Resurrection

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 
into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 
had said these things to her.
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READ

Continue John 20.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so 
I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Jesus and Thomas

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 

The Purpose of This Book

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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REFLECT

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 20.

EXPLORE

Now shift your focus to John 20v1–10.

1. Before we begin, how does Christianity in general, and your faith in specific, change 
if Jesus’ story ended in John 19?

2. Who comes to the tomb in verse 1?

Why is this detail significant in light of debates on the validity of the resurrection? In 
other words, if you were John, would you have included this if you were attempting to 
fabricate a story? 

What do you notice about the scene John describes?



123

WEEK 9

3. Who is the “they” that Mary Magdalene thinks took Jesus from the tomb in verse 2?

She also says that, “we do not know where they have laid him.” Who do you think that 
“we” represents? 

4. Look closely at verses 3–8. Compare the actions of Simon Peter and “the other 
disciple” upon hearing about the empty tomb. 

Simon Peter                                            “The Other Disciple”          

5. John writes that the linen cloths were “folded up in a place by itself” in verse 7.
Why would that be an important observation in light of what Mary Magdalene
thinks has happened?



124

WEEK 9

6. Go back and read the account of Lazarus’ resurrection in John 11, specifically 
regarding what John says about the cloths. What’s different about the cloths in 
Jesus’ resurrection compared to that story?

What other connections do you think John wants you to see by including two 
resurrections (Lazarus and Jesus) in the same gospel account? 

EXPLORE

Now look at John 20v11–18.

7. Based on Mary’s emotions in verse 11, what does she believe has happened?

Where else do we find someone “deeply moved” outside of a tomb in John’s Gospel? 
Who is it?

8. Compared to what Simon Peter and “the other disciple” see, Mary encounters 
something entirely different upon looking inside the tomb.

Who does she see?

What do they look like?

Where are they sitting?

What do they say?
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9. Verse 14 says that Mary turned around and “saw Jesus standing, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus.” Why do you think she was unable to recognize Him?

10. Even after Jesus talks to her, Mary is still unable to discern who He is. What seems 
to change this in verse 16? 

11. Go back and read John 10v1–5. How do those verses illustrate what is going on 
here between Jesus and Mary?

12. After being recognized by Mary, Jesus says, “Do not cling to me.” If you’re Mary, 
how does that make you feel? What would you have expected Jesus to say in that 
moment instead?

13. Read the rest of what Jesus says in verse 17. What seems to be important to Him? 
And why do you think that is? For reference, look back at John 13v1, 14v28, and 
16v17.
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APPLY

The moment Mary realizes who it is that she’s talking to is a beautiful, intimate moment 
between her and her Lord. How would an encounter like that impact your faith in Jesus 
if you’re her?

Now think about your own story. Do you struggle believing Jesus can talk just as 
personally with you as He did with Mary? Why or why not?

EXPLORE

Now look at John 20v19–23.

14. In your own words, describe what the disciples must have been thinking and feeling 
before Jesus shows up in verse 19. Why are the doors locked?
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15. How does Jesus get into the room?

16. What does Jesus say in verse 19 (also repeated in verse 21)?

Pause for a second on that. These are the first words that John records from the risen 
Jesus to his disciples. Why do you think He chose those words over something else?
 

17. John writes in verse 20 that Jesus “showed them his hands and his side.” What 
would the disciples have seen? What’s so significant about showing them this?

18. Read Genesis 1v28. Compare it with John 20v21. What do you notice?

29. Read Genesis 2v7. Compare it with John 20v22. What do you notice?
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20. Notice that all three members of the Trinity are present in this scene between Jesus 
and His disciples. Read verses 21–22 again. Who is doing what?

God the Father - 

God the Son - 

God the Holy Spirit - 

EXPLORE

Now look at John 20v24–31.

21. Who does John say was absent in verse 24 from the previous scene with Jesus and 
the disciples? 

22. What three things does Thomas claim to need in order to believe?

#1 ________________________________________________________

#2 ________________________________________________________

#3 ________________________________________________________

23. In your opinion, is this a reasonable request? Why or why not?
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24. John says that eight days pass between Thomas’ statement in verse 25 and Jesus 
appearing again in verse 26. What must have those eight days been like for the 
disciples and Thomas? What conversations do you imagine them having?

25. What phrase does Jesus say for the third time in this chapter in verse 26?

26. Look at your list of Thomas’ demands in question #22 as you read verse 27. Put a 
checkmark next to each of the demands that Jesus meets. 

27. You may have heard Thomas referred to as “Doubting Thomas.” But based on 
what you’ve read concerning all of the disciples, do you think this is fair? Why does 
Thomas seem to get singled out?

28. Why would Jesus do this for Thomas considering what He says in verse 29 about 
believing without seeing?
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APPLY

At the end of this chapter, in verses 30–31, we come to John’s purpose statement. 
Think through your own journey in reading the Gospel of John. Regardless of how long 
you’ve been following Jesus, how has your faith deepened in this process? What do 
you see in Jesus now that wasn’t as clear before?
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 20
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 20

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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10
THE LAST BREAKFAST

This Week’s Reading: John 21

Last week, we studied John’s account of the life-altering truth that is the resurrection of 
the Son of God. This magnificent event proves to be the launching point from which 
Jesus sends His disciples in the power of the Holy Spirit, just as the Father sent Him. 

This week, we turn our attention to a final fishing scene in John’s epilogue, a story 
unique to his gospel account that zooms in on Jesus’ relationship with Peter. How  
will Jesus respond when face-to-face with a man that had previously denied Him?
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READ

Read John 21 from start to finish.

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples

1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and 
he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with 
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They 
answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 
because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer 
garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the 
land, but about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, 
and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of 
them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, 

“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 
They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and 
so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead.
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READ

Continue John 21.

Jesus and Peter

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He 
said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to 
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 

Jesus and the Beloved Apostle

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who 
also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that 
is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about 
this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this 
disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it 
is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 24 This is the disciple who 
is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know 
that his testimony is true. 

25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to
be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would
be written.
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READ

In two or three sentences, summarize what happens and what is said in John 21.

EXPLORE

Focus on John 21v1–14.

1. Verse 1 says that “Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples.” Look back at 
chapter 20. Including this scene in 21v1, how many times has Jesus revealed 
Himself to the disciples after the resurrection? 

2. List the seven disciples in this scene (Take a guess at the unnamed ones!)

#1 _________________________

#2 _________________________

#3 _________________________

#4 _________________________

#5 _________________________

#6 _________________________

#7 _________________________
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3. Which of the seven disciples decides he wants to go fishing in verse 3?

Even though night-time was the best time for a successful fishing haul, does this start 
out as a successful fishing trip?

4. According to verse 4, what time of day does Jesus show up on the shore?

Why do you think this is significant? Look back at Exodus 14v21–29 and think about 
what sunrise (or the “morning watch”) might have meant to the Jewish people. 

5. Even though the disciples see Jesus from a distance, they “did not know that it was 
Jesus.” What scene in chapter 20 does this remind you of?

6. What does Jesus call the disciples in verse 5?

What does He tell them to do in verse 6?
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7. What seems to cause “the disciple whom Jesus loved” to recognize Jesus in
verse 7?

8. Once Simon Peter hears what “the disciple whom Jesus loved” says, he immediately 
throws himself into the sea. Think back for a moment to what we read in chapter 18 
concerning Peter. What must these past few days have been like for him?

9. Luke records a story very similar to this one in Luke 5v1–11 that would have taken 
place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Flip there now and read it. What similarities 
do you notice?

What differences do you notice?

10. Upon approaching Jesus in verse 9, John notes a seemingly small detail that 
Peter would have surely noticed. John says they saw a “charcoal fire.” What recent 
memory would have flooded Peter’s mind (see John 18v18)?

11. Verse 12 states that none of the disciples asked Jesus at this point who He was. 
“They knew it was the Lord.” Why do you think that was? At what point in this scene 
do you think they realized it was Jesus?
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12. What similarities do you notice between this scene and Jesus’ first sign in John 2?

13. What similarities do you notice between this scene and the famous sign in
John 6v1–15?

EXPLORE

Focus on John 21v15–25.

14. Read verses 15–17. What three questions does Jesus ask Peter?

#1 ______________________________________________________

#2 ______________________________________________________

#3 ______________________________________________________

What differences do you notice in the questions?

15. What three responses does Peter give to each of the questions?

#1 ______________________________________________________

#2 ______________________________________________________

#3 ______________________________________________________

What differences do you notice in the responses?
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16. What does Jesus then say after each of Peter’s responses?

#1 ______________________________________________________

#2 ______________________________________________________

#3 ______________________________________________________

17. Look carefully at each command that Jesus gives Peter in question #16. What do 
you think each symbolized?

18. What tone do you imagine Jesus taking with Peter in verses 15–17? 

19. What reason do you think Jesus had in asking Peter this question three times? 
Wouldn’t once have done the trick? 

20. On the surface, verse 18 seems like an odd conclusion to this scene. Compare the 
two halves of Peter’s life according to how Jesus describes them.

Young                                                                  Old
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21. How do you think this is connected to what has transpired in verses 15–17?

22. Who does Peter turn back and see in verse 20? 

What do you think motivated him to ask the question he asks in verse 21?

23. Is Jesus pleased with Peter’s question?

In your own words, write what you think Jesus is trying to convey to Peter in verse 23. 

24. What rumor spreads among the disciples about “the disciple whom Jesus loved” as 
a result of Jesus’ words in verse 23?

What do you know about the end of his life (see Rev. 1v9)?
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APPLY

Peter is handed a uniquely personal and powerful calling from Jesus, but he also asks 
Jesus about the calling on John’s life. What does this interaction teach us about the 
callings Jesus gives each of us? What can we learn from Jesus’ words?
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DISCUSSION AND TEACHING NOTES
ON JOHN 21
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DISCIPLESHIP IMPLICATIONS OF JOHN 21

How did this week’s study help you better understand the overall
message of the Bible?

What did you notice about the nature of God in this week’s study?

In light of what you’ve learned, what one simple step can you take this week to 
become more like Jesus?
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11
A GOSPEL OF GLORY

This Week’s Reading: Look back through John 13–21.

For the last 11 weeks, we have investigated the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus through the second half of the Gospel of John, which has often been referred to 
as “A Gospel of Glory.” 

Set aside some time this week to look back through your chapter summaries in this 
workbook, as well as read  (or listen to!) John 13–21 from start to finish. As you read 
or listen, pay attention to what sticks out to you the second time around. Jot down 
any thoughts the Holy Spirit leads you to, and then take a few minutes to answer the 
following questions.
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1. As you studied John 13–21, what did you learn about the person and work of Jesus 
that you hadn’t seen or fully understood before?

2. How have these stories of Jesus and the words of Jesus challenged you as a disciple 
of Jesus in this study of John 13–21?

3. How have these chapters pushed you to a deeper level of belief in the person and 
work of Jesus? Put another way, did the author accomplish his stated purpose in you 
(John 20v31)?

4. What verse or passage from John 13–21 stands out most in your mind after 10 
weeks of study? Why?
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5. What are some connections in John to the Old Testament that you hadn’t noticed 
before doing this study?

6. What are some ways that John helps us understand the human condition?

7. How would our understanding of God be diminished if we did not have John’s 
Gospel?




