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PREFACE 
………………… 

OUR HOPE FOR YOU 
Christians around the world believe the Bible is God’s inspired, inerrant Word. We 

say we affirm what the Bible affirms and we reject what the Bible rejects. But 

there’s a problem. Do most of us really know what the Bible says? Do we really 

know what the Bible is? In spite of the fact that we have more access to the Bible 

in more translations with more free study tools than at any time in history, Bible 

literacy is on the decline. Why is that? There are a number of reasons, but here 

are the two usual suspects: busyness and distraction. 

Right now, trillions of dollars are being spent, and the world’s brightest minds are 

being employed to distract you—seconds at a time—and then addict you to your 

distraction. In our modern age of “easy everywhere,” the most dangerous 

opponent to your spiritual growth may not be an opposing worldview but the 

subversion of your attention. With every ping, ring, and vibration; with every 

video, social-media post, GIF, image, and text message; with every new game 

level, interesting article, urgent e-mail, and sensational news update; we are 

being shaped by a different kind of master. 

In addition, with all the time-saving tools and technology at our disposal, we 

somehow seem to have less free time than ever before. Have you talked to 

anyone recently who is not busy? Neither have we. We tend to see busyness as 

significance. This affects how we engage Scripture. We want the Bible to give us 

something quick and easy. We see the Bible as a place for encouraging quotes, 

inspiring characters at best, and as an out-of-touch, confusing book we're guilty 

for not reading at worst. What if there’s a different way to see your Bible? 
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What if you were able to slow down, remove distractions, and ask simple 

questions that could make the Bible come alive for you?  

What if you had a community of people committed to this same practice,  
reading along with you and helping you work through tough questions? 

What if you had access to knowledgeable teachers to lead you and your 

group? 

That’s our hope for you in this Bible study! Over the next 12 weeks, you’re going 

to be amazed at how well you get to know your Bible through the lens of just one 

book! You’ll grow in your confidence to comprehend and apply what you read.   

Here’s our simple, three-part approach: 

• Read. (Comprehension) The first goal is simple comprehension. What does the 

text say? What does it not say? Who is speaking, and what are they saying? 

Where are they? What is happening? When is it happening? We want to create 

room for you to slow down and see the Bible for what it is.  

• Explore. (Interpretation) The second goal is interpretation. What does the text 

mean? Why did the author include this event, this conversation, this sermon, this 

commentary? What did it mean then? What does it mean now? 

•  Apply. (Application) Finally, we get to application. Here you’ll ask God to show 

you how to apply what you’re learning through each passage. He will lead you! 
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PREPARATION 
………………… 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED FOR THIS STUDY 

Annotation Tools –– We created this guide to be grappled with. We want you to 

highlight sections, write notes, create diagrams, draw sketches, earmark, add 

stickies—whatever it takes to wrestle the text down. With that in mind, you might 

want to pick up a pack of colored pencils or markers, and consider using these 

annotation tools:  

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 

Your Own Bible –– We have included all the verses covered in our 12-week study 

(John 1-12) at the end of this study guide, but we encourage you to have your 

own Bible as well. All verses referenced and quoted throughout this study are 

courtesy of the ESV® Bible (English Standard Version).  

If you’re looking to purchase a Bible and don’t know where to start, here’s a look 

at the spectrum of some of the most-popular Bible translations, roughly based on 

the translation philosophy of each publisher. 

THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT      WORD-FOR-WORD 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    |           |             |          |  |         |          |    |           |   |     |  

    |         TLB         |          |  |         |          |    |           |   | NASB 

    |             |        NLT  |         |             |        KJV        |               AMP  

  MSG             |                      NIV      |          |                   ESV 

         CEV             |                     NKJV 

          HCSB                       

                         
 MSG — The Message by Eugene Peterson (1991) 

  TLB — The Living Bible by Ken Taylor (1950) 

 CEV — Contemporary English Version (1995) 

 NLT — New Living Translation (1996, 2004) 

 NIV — New International Version (1984) 

 HCSB — Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 

NKJV — New King James Version (1982) 

KJV — King James Version (1611, 1769) 

ESV — English Standard Version (2001) 

AMP — Amplified Bible (1965) 

NASB — New American Standard Bible (1971, 1995)  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1 
INTRODUCING THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Today: John 20v30-31; 21v24-25 

Welcome to the Gospel of John! Over the next 12 weeks, you’re going to get to 
know Jesus through the perspective of one of His closest followers. If you’ve read 
through the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), you may have noticed 
that one of these four is not like the other ones. That’s John! The Gospel of John 
is the most curated of all of the gospel accounts. The author of the Gospel of 
John leaves out a number of stories the others include and he includes key stories 
the others leave out. There’s a reason for that. The author of the Gospel of John 
has a very clear goal for writing this gospel. Today we’re going to look at two 
passages that help frame the purpose of this inestimably valuable artifact of the 
Christian faith. Then this week you’ll jump right in our study. 



WEEK 1

▶ DISCUSS  

Take a few moments to get to know the people in your group. Treat this as a sacred 

space. We don’t have to take ourselves too seriously, but we do want to make room for 

God to speak to us through His Word. Turn your phones to airplane mode, and put 

them out of sight if you can. Here are some questions we want each of you to respond 

to for the group: 

What do you believe about the Bible? Why? (What shapes that belief?) 

 
 
 

What are your expectations for this Bible study? (Why did you say “yes”  
to the invitation?)  
 
 
 

Describe what you think Jesus was like. How was He different than people today think 

He was? 
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WEEK 1

▶ STUDY 

Now make room for personal Bible study there at your table. Let’s investigate why 

the Gospel of John was written. To whom was it written? Take a break from group 

conversation, and read the scriptures below quietly to yourself. Read them two or 

three times. Highlight them in your Bible (or the back of this book). Write down 

what stands out to you.  

▶ READ  

Read John 20v30-31 

▶ REFLECT 

What does it say? What does it mean? How should these ideas affect your study 

of the Gospel of John?  
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WEEK 1

▶ STUDY 

After we’ve finished writing our thoughts on why the Gospel of John was written, 

let’s consider who wrote this gospel. It’s called the Gospel of John, but that’s not 

what the author called it. Is there anything in the text that tells us about the 

author? Do we notice anything about their writing strategy? Read the verses 

below. Highlight them in your Bible.  

▶ READ  

Read John 21v20-25 (emphasis on verses 24-25) 

▶ REFLECT 

What does it say? What does it mean? How should these ideas affect your study 

of the Gospel of John?  
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WEEK 1

▶ TEACHING  

We’re going to watch The Bible Project’s video “Overview: John Ch. 1-12.” Look 

it up on jointhebibleproject.com or YouTube and watch it again this week. You 

may even want to return to it throughout this study. It will help you keep track of 

what’s happening.  
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WEEK 1

1. Who wrote the Gospel of John? 

 

2. Who was the intended audience? 

 

3. When was the Gospel of John written?  

 

4. What makes John’s gospel different than Matthew, Mark, and Luke?  

 

5. What was the author’s purpose in writing this book?  

 

6. What are the major themes in this book? 
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2  
THE FOREVER WORD 

This Week’s Reading: John 1v1-18 

After spending decades reflecting on the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, John 
sets out to write his gospel account. He begins with an 18-verse masterpiece, a 
prologue that has stirred the hearts and minds of readers for centuries. Putting all his 
cards on the table, John wastes no time proclaiming the significance of the eternal, 
preexistent, incarnate Word that is Jesus Christ. John also introduces the reader to key 
themes that will echo throughout his entire gospel. Whether he’s talking about light, 
life, glory, witnesses, or truth; John’s primary goal is that “you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name”  
(John 20v31). 



WEEK 2

▶ READ  

Read John 1v1-18 from start to finish.  

1. John starts his gospel in a way that is unique from the other gospel accounts. Take 
a moment to turn to the beginning of Matthew, Mark, and Luke; and comment on 
what you notice. 

 Matthew:  

 Mark:  

 Luke: 

2. Summarize John’s prologue in 2-3 sentences.  
 
 
 
 
 
What differences do you notice from the other gospel accounts?  
 
 
 
 
There are several words John repeats more than once in his prologue. Make a list 
of the ones that seem most important to you. Which ones stand out to you the 
most and why?  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WEEK 2

▶ EXPLORE  

Now shift your focus to John 1v1-5. 

3. Flip back in your Bible all the way to Genesis 1. What similarity do you immediately 
notice between the opening words of Genesis and the opening words of John’s 
gospel?  
 
 
 
What do you think John wants to show his readers by doing this?  
 
 
 
 
 
What other similarities do you notice between Genesis 1v1-5 and John 1v1-5? 
 
 
 
 
 
To whom is John referring when he writes the “the Word”?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think he does that?  
(See Genesis 1v3, Psalm 33v6, and Colossians 1v15-20 for reference.) 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WEEK 2

4. Now read Proverbs 8v22-23.  
What similarities do you notice with John 1v1-5 and Genesis 1v1-5? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to John and the other references you’ve looked up, what was Jesus’ role 
in Creation? Where was He? What was He doing?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

▶ APPLY  

The first five verses of John’s gospel can be a deeply disorienting yet profound reading 
experience. John is intentionally laying a foundation here that he intends to build upon 
the rest of the way. Many of the key words and themes initiated in these verses will be 
seen over and over again in the weeks to come. Take some time to memorize John 
1v1-5 this week.  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WEEK 2

▶ EXPLORE  

Now look at John 1v6-15 

5. We are introduced to a different John in verse 6. Who is this John? What was his 
primary role and ambition according to verses 6-8 and 15? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. In verse 11, we read that Jesus “came to His own, and His own people did not 
receive Him.” Who do you think John is referring to?  

Jews            The World           Gentiles 
 

7. The rejection of Jesus is not the first time God’s people reject Him. In fact, it’s sadly 
a repeated theme throughout the entire Old Testament. Can you think of any other 
times where this happens? What stands out to you about those stories?  
 
 
 

8. In verse 13, John says the children of God are born only of God. But he also lists 
three things they are not born of. What are they? Below each, describe what you 
think it is referring to.  
 
1. Born of _______________ 
 
 
2. Born of _______________ 
 
 
3. Born of _______________ 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WEEK 2

▶ APPLY  

In verses 9-13 we see a picture of the divide in humanity. There are those who do not 
receive Jesus and those that do. Those that do belong to the “light,” and those that 
don’t belong to the “darkness.”  

Looking at John the Baptist as an example and witness as a key word, how should this 
inform the way you interact with others? Put a different way, how do you think light 
impacts darkness?   
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WEEK 2

▶ EXPLORE  

Now look at John 1v14-18. 

9. This section is the culmination of John’s efforts in the prologue to very clearly 
proclaim the identity and nature of Jesus. Based on John’s words and what you 
know about Jesus, what percentage is He God, and what percentage is He man?  
 
                                    ______% God    ______% Man 
  

10. Verse 14 contains one of the most explosive phrases in all of human history: “the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The Greek word that John uses for 
dwelt literally means “to pitch a tent,” which could also be read as “to pitch a 
tabernacle.” Why do you think that specific word is important given the storyline of 
the Bible (see Exodus 25)?  
 
 
 
 
 

11. The following is a list of the different “dwelling places” for God’s presence in 
Scripture. Based on the storyline of the Bible, rank the following from 1-6, with 1 
being the first dwelling place and 6 being the last.   
 
___ The Church (Body of Christ)  
___ Jesus                  
___ Tabernacle 
___ Garden of Eden 
___ New Creation 
___ Temple 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WEEK 2

12.  In verse 14, John also says that when Jesus came to earth they saw “His glory.”  
Go back and read Exodus 33v18-23 to learn more about this word.  
 
What does Moses ask to see in verse 18?  
 
 
 
 
How does God respond? What does He say He will do for Moses instead?  
 
 
 
 
Would you have expected Moses to be able to see God’s glory? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
Based on Exodus 33:18-23, what definition would you give for the word glory? 
 
 
 

13. In John 1v14-18, John says that the Word is “full of grace and truth.” How would 
you define both of those words?  

 Grace: 
  
 
 Truth: 
 

14. What are some specific examples of Jesus exhibiting grace and truth during His 
earthly ministry? 

 Grace: 

 
 Truth: 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WEEK 2

▶ APPLY  

Jesus is the perfect embodiment of both grace and truth. Reflect on your own life and 
personality. Do you tend to be more of a “grace” person or a “truth” person? Think of 
a specific instance where your imbalance of the two affected someone else.  

In verse 16, John says from Jesus, “we have all received, grace upon grace.” Think 
back to a specific season in your life when you have been particularly thankful for God’s 
grace. What was unique about that season? 
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WEEK 2

When John uses the phrase “grace and truth,” he is activating a Hebrew phrase from 
Exodus 34v6-7 that would have been very familiar to a Jewish reader. This has 
unfortunately been lost in translation from Hebrew to Greek and then from Greek to 
English. The phrase is in bold below:  

The Lord passed before [Moses] and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 

keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,  

but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.”  

15. The Hebrew word for love in this verse is hesed. A more literal translation of this  
word would be “covenant loyalty” or “covenant love.” Without looking at a 
dictionary, come up with your own definition of the word covenant. 
 
Covenant: 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ll discuss this idea of covenants in the group teaching time, but for now  
let’s look at a couple of examples. Whom does God makes a covenant with in 
Genesis 8?  
 
 
 
 
What does God say He will do in this covenant?  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WEEK 2

Whom does God makes a covenant with in Genesis 17? What does God say He will 
do in this covenant? What does He ask of His people in this covenant?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on what you know about the rest of the Old Testament, does Israel succeed 
in keeping this covenant? Explain your answer.  
 
 

 
 
 

16. When you consider this theme of covenant throughout the Bible, what do you think 
John is trying to show his readers by describing Jesus as full of “covenant loyalty 
and faithfulness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Psalm 89v1-2 & 28-33. How are these words fulfilled in the coming of Jesus? 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WEEK 2

▶ APPLY  
 
Why go through all of this effort on covenants and the Old Testament? Because Israel’s 

story is our story. Just like Israel, we have failed time and time again to live up to the 

standards of a holy God. In what areas of your life do you consistently find yourself 

struggling in? 

Now consider what Jesus came to do on Israel’s behalf, on your behalf, as the faithful 

covenant partner. How does this encourage you? How might this prompt you to 

worship Him throughout your week? 
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WEEK 2

17. In what seems like a random reference, John mentions the “law” in verse 17. What 

is he referring to?  
 
 
 
 
Read Romans 7v7-12. Does Paul think the law is good or bad?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think John compares Moses with Jesus in verse 17? What does he 

want you to see about Jesus?  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WEEK 2

John concludes his prologue in verse 18 with the very best kind of news that sums up 

what he has been saying for the first eighteen verses: God, the all-powerful Creator of 

the universe, the God who couldn’t show His glory to Moses because it would kill him, 

has made Himself known to us through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
 
Slow down and take some time to consider what this means for your life. Write out a 

prayer of thanksgiving to God for making Himself known to you. 
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WEEK 2

▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 1v1-18 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WEEK 2

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus? 
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3  
THE FIRST WITNESS 
 
This Week’s Reading: John 1v19-51 

After letting John the Baptist set the stage for our journey last week, we now turn to 
the first week of Jesus’ earthly ministry. But before getting to Jesus, John zooms in on 
John the Baptist, a character first introduced to us in the Prologue as a “witness about 
the light” (John 1v7). Confusion and controversy arise when the Jewish religious 
leaders begin investigating what John the Baptist is up to. You’ll notice a kind of 
snowball effect building as John the Baptist points his own disciples to Jesus. Watch as 
“the light” draws ordinary men out of darkness and into a life of discipleship.  



WEEK 3

▶ READ 
 
Read John 1v19-51 from start to finish. 

Summarize what happens in each section in 2-3 sentences.  
 
 
John 1v19-28: 
 
 
 
 
John 1v29-34: 
 
 
 
 
John 1v35-42: 
 
 
 
 
John 1v43-51: 
 
 
 

Use annotation tools to identify major themes from this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 
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WEEK 3

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 1v19-28. 

1. In this section, we zoom in on John the Baptist, who, if you remember from last 
week, has already been mentioned in John’s prologue (John 1v1-18). Who comes 
looking for John the Baptist, and whom are they sent by?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What must have been happening around John the Baptist to elicit an investigation? 
What does that say about his influence and reputation in the area?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. In verse 19, the religious leaders ask John the Baptist, “Who are you?” What three 
individuals does he deny being? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flip in your Bible to 2 Kings 2v11. Who is mentioned in this verse? What is unique 
about the end of his life?  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WEEK 3

Now turn to Malachi 4v5. Who is mentioned in this verse? What does it say he will 
accomplish? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Deuteronomy 18v15-18. Who is speaking here? What does he predict will 
happen? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Based on these Old Testament passages, what kind of leader were these religious 
leaders looking for?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What emotions do you think these religious leaders were feeling while talking with 
John the Baptist (see verse 22)? 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WEEK 3

4. John the Baptist quotes Isaiah 40v3 in verse 23. Read Isaiah 40v1-5. How does 
Isaiah’s prophecy describe the primary aim of John the Baptist’s ministry?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the overall tone of Isaiah’s prophecy?  
 
 
 
 

5. John brings up a Jewish group called the Pharisees for the first time in verse 24. Do 
you feel like John positions them as morally good, bad, or somewhere in between? 
Explain your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 

6. What are the religious leaders specifically concerned with in verse 25? Why do you 
think that is? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Look at verse 26. John the Baptist mentions to the religious leaders, “Among you 
stands one you do not know.” Whom is he talking about?  
 
 
 
John the Baptist says he is not worthy to even untie the strap of this person’s 
sandal. What is he trying to say?  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WEEK 3

▶ APPLY 
 
In this first section, we encounter the religious leaders of the day. Coming from 

Jerusalem with their loaded expectations on what this Christlike figure should be like, 

they attempt to pin John the Baptist down to fit those expectations. Every culture since 

then has continued to do this. We struggle to approach Jesus on His terms. How do 

you see this play out in our current culture?  

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now look at John 1v29-34. 

8. In verse 29, John the Baptist starts the scene with a bang when he sees Jesus: 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” This is the first of seven titles that Jesus will be given 

in the rest of chapter one. Look ahead, and see if you can identify all seven.  
 
1. Lamb of God                                     
2. ________________________________ 
3. ________________________________ 
4. ________________________________ 
5. ________________________________ 
6. ________________________________ 
7. ________________________________ 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WEEK 3

9. Let’s take a closer look at the title “Lamb of God.” This phrase is loaded with Old 
Testament themes and images. Look up the following passages in the left column, 
and find mention of a lamb. In the middle column, identify whom the sacrificial 
lamb was for. In the far right column, note why it was needed.  
 
 

  

10. In verses 31-33, John the Baptist discusses his baptism compared to Jesus’ 
baptism. According to verse 33, what is the main difference between the two?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Passage Whom was it for? Why was it needed?

Genesis 22

Exodus 12

Isaiah 53

John 1v29
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WEEK 3

11. Verse 32 explains what John the Baptist saw happen at Jesus’ baptism  
(see Matthew 3v16-17 for Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism). What form does 
the Holy Spirit take in this story? What do you think that signifies?  

 What two actions does the Holy Spirit perform in verse 32?  
 (Hint: both are repeated in verse 33) 

 What do you think that implies about the upcoming ministry of Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

12. Hopefully, earlier you identified the next title for Jesus that takes place in  
verse 34. List it below.  
 
______________   __________   ______________ 
 
Flip in your Bible to 2 Samuel 7. This entire chapter is absolutely critical to 
understanding the overarching story of God establishing His kingdom. For now, 
focus your attention on 2 Samuel 7v12-16. How do you see this passage being 
fulfilled in the second title given to Jesus?  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WEEK 3

▶ APPLY 
 
After calling Jesus the Lamb of God, John the Baptist says that Jesus has come to take 

“away the sin of the world.” We love the idea of Jesus taking away everything that is 

holding us back from real freedom. Some sins are obvious. Some are harder to identify 

because they don’t seem as “bad.” Are there any sins that you need to take time to 

confess today? How does considering Jesus as your personal “Lamb” lead you to 

worship? 

   

!36



WEEK 3

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now look at John 1v35-42. 
   
13.We see the word “disciple” used for the first time in John’s gospel in verse 35.  

In your own words, how would you define a disciple? 
 
Disciple: 
 
 
 
 
 

14. In verse 37, we see the disciples that originally belong to John the Baptist now 
start following Jesus. In your opinion, what made them decide to follow Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What question does Jesus ask them in verse 38?  
 
 
 
 
 
What question do the disciples ask in response?  
 
 
 
 
 
Does their response surprise you? What would you have expected them to say?  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WEEK 3

15.Contained in the disciples’ response to Jesus is another one of His titles:  
Rabbi, which means Teacher. Why would they have called him that?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. In verses 40-41, Andrew is finally identified to us as one of the two disciples that 
decide to follow Jesus. When he finds his brother, Simon Peter, who does Andrew 
say that they have found?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is another title that is loaded with Old Testament themes and images. Think of 
it as a summary term that gathers up many strands of Old Testament expectations 
about a coming “Anointed One.” Turn back again to 2 Samuel 7v5-16. If you were 
a Jew living in the time of Jesus, what would you expect this “Anointed One” to do 
based on this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What emotions do you think Simon Peter feels when Andrew shares this news  
with him? 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WEEK 3

▶ APPLY 

 
In verse 38, Jesus asks the disciples a profoundly simple question: “What are 

you seeking?”  
 
What a powerful introduction to the Master Teacher that is Jesus of Nazareth. Imagine 

Jesus asking you the very same question right now. There’s a reason (maybe multiple 

ones) why you signed up to do this Bible study. So, what are you seeking? What are 

your expectations? 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WEEK 3

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now look at John 1v43-51. 

17. What disciple does Jesus seek out next in verse 43? What does Jesus say to him? 
 
 
 
 

18. Who does this disciple find next? What information about Jesus does he share?  
 
 
 
 

19. Take a moment to observe what you see in these first few stories about Jesus’ 
disciples. List their names in the far-left column, how they hear about Jesus in the 
middle column, and the reason they choose to follow Jesus (as best you can tell) in 
the far right column. (Note: see if you can identify the unnamed disciple that was 
with Andrew in verse 40.) 
  

Name of Disciple How do they hear 
about Jesus?

What makes them 
follow Jesus?
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WEEK 3

20. What title is next used for Jesus in verse 45? This type of title is not specific to 
Jesus. Why do you think geography plays such a big part in the identification of 
people in Jesus’ day?  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

21. How does Nathanael respond to this title? What does this tell you about Jesus’ 
hometown? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22. The next story of Jesus and Nathanael can be harder to interpret than the other 
encounters we have seen so far. We’ll cover this more in depth during the teaching 
time, but for now, how does Jesus greet Nathanael in verse 47? What seems odd 
about this to you, especially when you compare it to the others?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus says there is no “deceit” in Nathanael. Why is this word significant in the 
story of Israel? (See Genesis 27 for reference.)  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WEEK 3

In verse 49, Jesus says he saw Nathanael sitting under a fig tree. How does Jesus 
know this? How does this impact the way Nathanael sees Jesus, and what two titles 
does he use here?  
 
 
 
 
 

23. In verse 50, Jesus tells Nathanael that he will see “greater things than these.” What 
“things” does Jesus then go on to describe?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flip to Genesis 28v10-22 to read about Jacob’s dream. What similarities do you 
notice in this passage to Jesus’ words in John 1v51? What do you think Jesus is 
saying about Himself by doing this?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

24. Recall what you learned in the first week of this study concerning John’s primary 
aim as an author (see John 20v30-31). How have you seen that play out in John 
1v19-51? 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WEEK 3

▶ APPLY 
 
As human beings who still struggle with sin, we can become preoccupied with our 

shortcomings in the midst of Jesus calling us to follow Him as we are. Notice that in 

this chapter, Jesus doesn’t give the disciples a list of qualifications to meet before 

following Him. What false “qualifications” have you attempted to meet in your walk 

with Jesus? How have they affected your view of God?  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WEEK 3

▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 1v19-51 

!44



WEEK 3

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus?  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4  
NEW WINE, NEW TEMPLE, AND NEW BIRTH 

This Week’s Reading: John 2-3 

Last week, we saw Jesus call His first disciples to follow Him after the witness of 
John the Baptist. We also noticed seven different titles people use for Jesus that 
are loaded with Old Testament themes and images. Will this carpenter from 
Nazareth be able to meet these massive hopes and expectations?  

Chapter 2 gives us a hint as Jesus performs His first sign, a miracle of turning 
water into wine at a wedding. We then see His Jerusalem ministry commence 
with the clearing of the temple and a clash with a rabbi, both sacred Jewish 
symbols and traditions.  



WEEK 4

▶ READ 
 
Read John 2-3 from start to finish.  

Summarize what happens in each section in 2-3 sentences.  
 
John 2v1-11: 
 
 
 
 
John 2v12-25: 
 
 
 
 
John 3v1-21: 
 
 
 
 
John 3v22-36:  
 
 
 

Remember to use annotation tools to identify major themes for this weeks’ reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot.         Family = red heart 
Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow         Glory = purple crown 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WEEK 4

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 2v1-11. 

1. In this section, we encounter the first of several classic Jewish institutions and 
cultural symbols that John includes in his gospel. What is mentioned about the 
following items? 
 
Place: 
 
 
 
Event: 
 
 
 
Time: 
 
 
 
Characters: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What plot tension comes up in verse 3? 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WEEK 4

3. What do you think this tension meant for people at a Jewish wedding? How would 
they have reacted?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. To the Jewish people, wine meant much more than just a type of drink. Read the 
following texts, and list out what you notice about wine from each.  
 
Psalm 104v14-15:  
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 25v6-12: 
 
 
 
 
Joel 3v17-18: 
 
 
 
 
Compare your observations, and note any parallels within the texts. After reflecting 
on these passages, write 2-3 sentences that sum up what you think wine 
symbolized for the biblical authors.  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WEEK 4

5. Jesus has an odd response to his mother in verse 4. What question does He ask 
her? 
 
 
What reason does Jesus provide?  
 
 
Do you think this is an overreaction to the problem at hand? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
 

6. How does the master of the feast react in verse 10 when tasting the wine Jesus 
makes from water? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. In terms of timing, why do you think it’s significant that Jesus “kept the good wine 
until now”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What does the quality of wine tell you about the nature and character of Jesus?  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WEEK 4

9. In verse 11, John offers some personal perspective on what this whole scene is 
about. What does he call this first miracle?  
 
 
 
Why do you think John uses that word?  
 
 
 
 
What does he say Jesus manifested by doing this miracle?  
 
 
 
 
What happened as a result?  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WEEK 4

▶ APPLY 
 
Mary’s response to the servants in verse 5 is a deeply profound statement:  
“Do whatever He tells you.” Spend some time reflecting on this statement  
as if it were directed specifically at you. 
 
Is there a step you’ve been meaning to take but have continued to put off?  
What is Jesus nudging you towards? 
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WEEK 4

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now look at John 2v12-25.  

12. Up next, we encounter a classic Jewish festival: Passover (look up Exodus 12 for 
the origin of the Passover). What city did the Jewish people go to in order to 
celebrate the Passover?  
 
 
 
What cultural landmark did the people go to once in the city (see verse 14)? 
 
 
 

13. What does Jesus find going on in verse 14? 
 
 
 

14. Why do you think animals are being sold? Taken by itself, was this a good thing or a 
bad thing? Explain your answer.  
 
 
 

15. What does Jesus do in response (see verse 15)? 
 
 
 
 
Does it seem to you that Jesus is overreacting? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
What do you think the witnesses of this event thought of Jesus?  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WEEK 4

16. What are the two different temples the Jews and Jesus are talking about in verses 
18-22? Compare and contrast the two.  
 
Temple #1 (_____________): 
 
 
 
Temple #2 (_____________): 
 
 

17. Based on your knowledge of the biblical storyline (and the foreknowledge showed 
in verse 22), what event is Jesus referencing in verse 19? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18. Verses 23-25 serve as an introduction and setup to the next story we are about to 
encounter in John’s gospel. How do people respond to Jesus when they see His 
signs? 
 
 
 
 
How does Jesus respond? What does He seem to want?  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WEEK 4

▶ APPLY 
 
In cleansing the temple, Jesus shows what it’s like to have righteous anger towards 

something that belongs to God. Think back to the last time you got angry. What made 

you get upset? Do you tend to get more upset from when things happen to you or 

other people? 
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WEEK 4

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now read at John 3v1-21.  

19. Look back at John 2v23-25. How do you think John wants you to view  
Nicodemus in light of these verses?  
 
 
 
 
 

20. What time of day does Nicodemus approach Jesus? Why do you think he  
does that? 
 
 
 
 
 
According to verse 2, what does Nicodemus claim to know about Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
What makes him say this?  
 
 
 

!56



WEEK 4

21. Jesus starts His response in verse 3 with “Truly, truly.” We’ve seen this a couple 
times already in John’s gospel. What do you think that signifies about what He is 
preparing to say?  
 
 
 
Look up the same verse in the NIV translation. How does the NIV translate the 
same phrase?  
 
 
 
What tone do you think Jesus uses in His response? Does His response surprise 
you? Explain your answer.  
 
 

22. Nicodemus obviously misunderstands the phrase “born again” in verse 3. 
Compare the way Nicodemus seems to understand this phrase with Jesus’ 
understanding.  
 
 
                                   Nicodemus                       Jesus                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WEEK 4

23. Flip in your Bible to Ezekiel 36v25-27. List everything God says He will do for His 
people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look back at John 3v3-8. What similarities do you notice with the Ezekiel passage? 
 
 

 
 

24. Why do you think Jesus expects Nicodemus to understand what He is talking about 
(see verse 10)? 
 
 
 
 
 

25. In verse 13, Jesus refers to Himself as the “Son of Man,” which He uses more than 
any other title when talking about Himself. We saw this title in a previous chapter, 
but it’s worth taking some time now to look up the Old Testament passage Jesus 
gets it from. Go in your Bible to Daniel 7v13-14 and answer the following 
questions about the “son of man” figure:  
 
What did he come with?  
 
Who did he come to?  
 
What was he given?  
 
Who serves him? 
 
What are his dominion and kingdom like? 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WEEK 4

26. John draws an interesting comparison in verses 14-15 between the “Son of Man” 
being lifted up and the “serpent in the wilderness” being lifted up by Moses. The 
serpent reference is from Numbers 21v8-9. Look that passage up, and answer the 
following questions:  
 
 
Where did Moses put the bronze serpent?  
 
 
 
What did Moses tell people to do if they were bit by a serpent?  
 
 
 
What would happen as a result?  
 
 

27. What do you think John is trying to show his readers about Jesus by making this 
comparison? What future event(s) is he thinking of?  
 
 
 
 

28. John 3:16 is one of the most famous verses in all of the Bible. How has studying 
the previous fifteen verses (specifically verses 14-15) helped you better understand 
its significance?  

 
 
 

29. John begins verse 16 with “For God so loved the world,” but elsewhere he seems 
to forbid Christians from loving the world (see 1 John 2v15-17). Why do you think 
that is? 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WEEK 4

30. According to verse 16-18, there are only two responses people can have towards 
Jesus. Fill in the blanks.  
 
 
“Whoever _______ in Him is not condemned, but whoever ____ ___ _______ is 
condemned already.”  
 

31. Based on verses 18-21, why do you think someone would want to stay in the 
darkness when the light is available to them?  
 
 
 
 
 

32. As you read verses 16-21, what main differences stand out to you between the 
person that lives in the light and the person that lives in the darkness? 

▶ APPLY 
 
God’s love for the world led to a very specific action: the giving of His Son. In fact, His 

love is never not active. Spend some time in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to reveal 

someone to you that you can love in a specific way this week. Who do you think that is? 

What do you feel like God is calling you to do?  
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WEEK 4

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now look at John 3v22-36. 

33. In this section, we turn our attention back to John the Baptist. In verse 25 we read 
that John’s disciples and a Jew have a serious discussion about purification. Read 
what the disciples tell John in verse 26. Do you think they are joyful or bitter over 
what they are seeing? Explain your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

34. John the Baptist responds with a parable in verse 29. Match the title with who you 
think it corresponds to in this parable.  
 
Bride                                                                         Jesus  
 
Bridegroom                                                               John the Baptist  
 
Friend of the Bridegroom                                          Israel  
 

35. Based on what we have seen from John the Baptist throughout these first three 
chapters, how does he view the rising popularity of Jesus (see especially verse 30)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

36.John (the author) takes some time to reflect on the ministry of Jesus in verses 
31-36. What continued themes do you see in this passage that started in the 
prologue (John 1v1-18)? 
 
 

!61



WEEK 4

37. In verse 35, we read that God the Father “has given all things” into the Son’s hand. 
How would you define “all things”? How have you seen that play out in the first 
three chapters? 
 
 
 
 
 

38. Turn your attention to verse 36. Notice that John says whoever believes in Jesus 
“has eternal life.” Is the verb has present tense or future tense? Why is the answer 
to that question significant?  

▶ APPLY 
 
Consider what John the Baptist accomplished in his ministry and how he accomplished 

it through a life of true humility. Who do you know that does a good job of exhibiting 

true humility? How can you personally grow in this area? 
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WEEK 4

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus?  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5 
A WOMAN’S TESTIMONY 
 
This Week’s Reading: John 4 

Last week we took a closer look at Jesus’ first sign recorded in the Gospel of John. 
Through this sign, we observed Jesus revealing God as a generous and benevolent 
Father. Following the miracle at the wedding feast, we see Jesus cleansing the temple 
and foretelling His death and resurrection. At the beginning of chapter three, during a 
nighttime visitation, Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born again, and John the 
Baptist exalts Jesus as the Christ declaring, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  

In this week’s study, Jesus’ engagement with an unexpected audience has far-reaching 
implications for the Gospel, and we catch a glimpse of the power of belief in Jesus as 
He performs His second sign.  



WEEK 5

▶ READ  
 
Read John 4 from start to finish.  

Summarize what happens in the following sections in 2-3 sentences each. 

John 4v1-26 

John 4v27-54 

 Use annotation tools to identify major themes for this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 
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WEEK 5

▶ EXPLORE 

1. Now shift your focus to John 4v1-26.  
 
 
 
 

2. Why does Jesus leave Judea to go to Galilee?  
 
 
 
 

3. Where are the disciples?  
 
 
 
 

4. Describe the scene based on the context provided in verses 5-6.  
 
 
 
 

5. The person who approaches Jesus is a ________________ __________________ .   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WEEK 5

6. What does Jesus ask the woman for?  
 
 
 

7. What does Jesus say He will give the woman if she asks?  

Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman defies cultural norms. Why might this be 

significant to His mission? (We will discuss this more in the teaching time.) 

8. Compare and contrast the water in the well with the water Jesus offers to  
the woman. 

  

 

  COMPARE                             CONTRAST  
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WEEK 5

9. Read Jeremiah 2v13. In the Old Testament, God used the prophets to warn His 

covenant people what would happen if they did not follow His commands.  
 
 
 

10.  What does this verse reveal about humanity in light of John 4?  
 
 
 
 

11.  What does this verse reveal about God?  
 
 
 

12.  When Jesus tells the woman that He is the source of living water, who is He 

claiming to be?  
 
 
 

13.How does the woman respond when Jesus reveals what He knows about her?  
 
 
 

14.Go back and read John 2v23-25. What do these verses reveal about Jesus’ 

interaction with the Samaritan woman?  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WEEK 5

15.Based on what is revealed in verses 20-26, what characterizes the kind of 

worshipers God desires?  
 
 
 
 

16.Where do they worship?  
 
 
 
 

17.What does Jesus mean by “the hour is coming, and is now here” in verse 23 (HINT: 

see verses 25-26)?  
 
 
 
 

18.Read Isaiah 12. How does this chapter characterize the person who receives 

salvation? How is the woman’s response similar (verse 29)? 
 
 
 
 

19.Refer back to John 1v7. How does the Samaritan woman join John the Baptist in 

being a witness to the Light (verse 29)? 
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WEEK 5

▶ APPLY 

 
In what areas of your life do you struggle to believe the living water Jesus promises will 

completely satisfy?  

▶ APPLY 
 
In the Old Testament, proper worship was confined to a very specific people (Israel) 

and a very specific place (the temple). Jesus completely redefines worship. Why is this 

good news for us?   
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WEEK 5

▶ EXPLORE  
 
Now shift your focus to John 4v27-43. 

20.What are the two things that the disciples are confused by in verses 27-33? 
 
 
 
 

21.What is happening in verse 30? Why?  
 
 
 
 

22.How does Jesus respond when the disciples urge Him to eat?  
 
 
 
 

23.Based upon what we know from our study of John so far, what work was Jesus sent 

to accomplish (verse 34)?  
 
 
 
 

24.When considering the context of the previous verses, what would the disciples see 

when they lift their eyes in verse 35?  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WEEK 5

25.Think about Jesus’ description of the harvest. When considering what the disciples 

would see when lifting their eyes, what does the harvest stand for?  
 
 
 
 

26.What does Jesus mean when He says, “I sent you to reap that for which you did not 

labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor” (John 4v38)? 
 
 
 
 

27.Who are the “others” Jesus is talking about?  
 
 
 
 

28.Why do the Samaritans come out of the town to see Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

29.Why do the Samaritans ultimately end up believing in Jesus?  
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WEEK 5

▶ APPLY 

Much like the Samaritan woman, the disciples were concerned with the physical needs 

of Jesus, but Jesus redirected their focus to something much more important. What 

area of your life attempts to consume your focus, and where might Jesus be trying to 

redirect your attention?  
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WEEK 5

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 4v46-54. 

30.What did those in Cana know about Jesus (verses 46-45)?  
 
 
 
 

31.Why does the official approach Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

32.What does he want Jesus to do, and where does he want Jesus to go?  
 
 
 
 

33.How does Jesus respond?  
 
 
 
 

34.Describe the circumstances around the two times it says the official “believed” in 

verses 46-54.  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WEEK 5

35.What do we learn about the character and nature of Jesus when considering the 

healing of the boy and Jesus’ statement, “Unless you see signs and wonders you 

will not believe” (verse 48)?  
 
 
 
 

36.List the two signs of Jesus we’ve read about thus far in our study of John.  

▶ APPLY 

The belief of both the Samaritan woman and the official lead to others believing in 

Jesus as well. In your own life, how has your faith impacted the faith of those around 

you?  
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WEEK 5

▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 4  
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WEEK 5

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus?  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6 
THE WITNESS OF DIVINE WORKS  
 
This Week’s Reading: John 5-6  

In last week’s study, Jesus’ taboo conversation turns into a Gospel proclamation, 
teaching the disciples a very important lesson regarding His mission and His methods. 
We then encountered an official whose desperation compelled him to take Jesus at His 
word. As a result, this man witnessed the power of belief in Jesus for himself and his 
entire household.  

This week we will see Jesus demonstrate His power on a controversial day that upsets 
many religious leaders. Then we’ll explore what it means to have ears to hear and learn 
more about those who bore witness to Jesus. Finally, we will consider the implications 
of Jesus feeding five thousand people with woefully inadequate resources and making 
the declaration that He is the Bread of Life. 



WEEK 6

▶ READ  

Read John 5-6 from start to finish.  

Summarize what happens in the following sections in 2-3 sentences each.  

John 5v1-29  

 

John 5v30-47  

 

John 6v1-21  

 

John 6v22-71 
 
 
 

Use annotation tools to identify major themes for this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 

!79



WEEK 6

▶ EXPLORE 

Now shift your focus to John 5v1-18.  

1. Describe the scene found in John 5v1-3. Imagine yourself there on that day.  
What do you see?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How long has the man in verse 5 been an invalid?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What does Jesus ask the man, and how does the man respond (verses 6-7)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What does Jesus instruct the man to do (verse 8)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. On what day does Jesus heal the man? Why is that significant?  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WEEK 6

6. Read Exodus 20v8-11. Why do you think the motive of the Jews was in questioning 
this man?  

 
 
 
 
 

7. What does Jesus say to the man when He finds him in the temple (verse 14)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. According to verses 16-18, why are the Jews* persecuting Jesus?  

*The Jews referred to in the remainder of the chapter are Jewish religious leaders and others under their 
influence who opposed Jesus in that time.  
 

9. What claim is Jesus making in verse 17?  
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WEEK 6

▶ APPLY 

The man at the pool of Bethesda waited 38 years to be healed! It must have seemed 

like it would never happen. Is there one area of your life that Jesus has healed that you 

never thought possible? 

▶ EXPLORE 

Now shift your focus to John 5v19-29. 

10. To whom is Jesus talking in this passage?  

a. The disciples  
b. The crowds  
c. The Jewish leaders  
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WEEK 6

11. How many times does Jesus start a phrase with “Truly, truly” from verses 19-29?  

a. 1  
b. 5 
c. 3 
 

12. What are these verses about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Fill in the blanks:  

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do __________ of His own accord, but only what 

He __________ ___________ ______________ doing. For whatever the ________________ 

does, that the _____________ does likewise.” John 5v19  

14. According to verse 20, why is the Father trustworthy?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. What is the Father going to show the Son?  
 
 
 
 
Why?  
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WEEK 6

16. According to verse 21, whom does the Son give life to?  
 
 
 
 
 

17. According to verse 24, what are the two things someone must do to inherit eternal 
life?  
 
 
 
 
 

18. What happens to those who hear the voice of the Son (verse 25)?  
 
 
 
 
 

19. What has the Father given the Son authority to do (verse 27)? 
 
 
 
 
 

20. What two types of resurrection are mentioned in verse 29? 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21. Write a paragraph describing the relationship of the Father and the Son as revealed 
in verses 19-29.  

▶ APPLY 

Hearing is emphasized in verses 19-29. What are some things that help us to better 

hear Jesus’ voice? What are some things that you think inhibit hearing His voice? What 

can you put into practice this week that would help you hear His voice more clearly?  
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now shift your focus to John 5v30-47.  

22. According to verse 30, what can Jesus do on His own?  
 
 
 
 
 

23. Why is His judgement just?  
 
 
 
 
 

24. It was very important in Hebrew culture for there to be witnesses to verify the 
validity of a claim. Jesus lists four witnesses in John 5v30-47. What are they?  
 
 
 
 
 

25. In verses 37-38 Jesus makes three assertions about the reason why the Jews do 
not believe in Him. What are they?  
 
 
 
 
 

26. Look at verse 39.  Where does Jesus say the Jews are looking for eternal life  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27. Where will they actually find it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

28. Do you think Jesus is downgrading the importance of the Scriptures? Why or why 
not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29. Why is it important to understand that Jesus did not come to seek His own glory 
(John 5v41-44)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30. Who accuses Jesus’ audience before the Father (verse 45)? What do you think 
Jesus means by this? 
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▶ APPLY 

Jesus claims that the writings of Moses reveal Who He is. There is a clear disconnect 

between the Jews’ searching of the Scriptures and their willingness to believe what (or 

Who) the Scriptures reveal. Take a few moments to pray and consider if there is an area 

of your life where you have been unwilling to hear what God might be trying to reveal 

to you.  

▶ EXPLORE 
Now shift your focus to John 6v1-21.  

31. Where is Jesus going?  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32. Why was a large crowd following Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

33. Read Exodus 12v1-28 to better understand the feast of the Passover referenced in 

verse 4. What event does the Passover commemorate in Jewish history?  
 
 

 
 

34. Why do you think Jesus asks Phillip where they should buy bread?  
 
 

 
 

35. How many loaves and fishes does the boy have?  
 
 

 
 

36. How many people are fed?  
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Now read Exodus 16.  

37. What parallels do you see between this account and John 6v1-15?  
 
 
 
 

38. How many baskets of food are leftover?  
 
 
 
 

39. How do the people respond when they see the sign that Jesus does?  
 
 
 
 

40. What frightens the disciples in verse 19 when they are in the boat? 

41. Jesus’ actions here are alluding to several events in the Old Testament that, as a 

result, are revealing His identity. Jesus demonstrates authority over nature when He 

walks on the sea. Can you think of any other Old Testament stories where God 

takes authority over a body of water? 
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42. What does this show us about Jesus? 

43. What happens when Jesus gets in the boat with the disciples?  

▶ APPLY 

Jesus shows up in the middle of a storm, and His presence provides safety and 

assurance. In that moment, the disciples find themselves exactly where they need to 

be. Describe what your day looks like when you are especially aware of God’s 

presence. How does it differ when you are unaware?  
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now shift your focus to John 6v22-59.  

44. Jesus begins a phrase with “Truly, truly” in this passage four times. List them below.  
 
 
 
 

45. What leads to the crowds getting into boats and going to Capernaum (John 
6v22-24)? 
 
 
 
 

46. Why does Jesus say the crowds are seeking Him?  
 
 
 

47. Fill in the blanks:  

“Do not _______ for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 

___________ _______, which the Son of Man will give to you.” John 6v27 

48. What does Jesus say the “work of God” is (John 6v29)?  
 

!92



WEEK 6

49. Taking into consideration what you know about human nature from the study of the 

Gospel of John thus far, why do you think the people ask for another sign after what 

they had witnessed the previous day?  
 
 
 
 
 

50. In John 6v32-34, Jesus wants it to be clear that it was not Moses who provided 

manna in the wilderness; it was God. Jesus is identifying Himself as One greater 

than Moses. He is not only the conduit of provision, He is the provision sent by 

God. Jesus makes this explicit when He says: 

“__________ __________ __________ ________________ ______ _________;  

whoever _________ to me shall not __________, and whoever ______________  

in me shall never ______________”. John 6v35 

51. What does Jesus say is the will of the One who sent Him?  

• Verse 39:  

 
 

• Verse 40: 
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52. Read John 6v41-43. Why are the Jews grumbling about Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

53. Paraphrase the main idea of verses 37 and 44.  

54.According to verse 45, who are the ones that come to Jesus? What does this reveal 

about those Jesus is addressing in John 5v39-40?  

 
 

55.According to verse 46, who has seen the Father?  

 

56.What happened to those who ate manna in the wilderness?  

 

57.What happens to those who eat the bread from Heaven?  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58.What causes the Jews to argue in verse 52?  
 
 
 
 
 

59.Read verses 54-58. What does Jesus say happens to the one who feeds on His 

flesh and drinks His blood?  
 
 
 
 
 

60.Where was Jesus when He said all these things?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

61. In John 6v52-59, Jesus is making clear connections between Himself and which 

elements of the Passover? (See Exodus 12v1-28.) 
 
 
 
 

62.Which verses imply that Jesus intends to be a sacrifice?  
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63.The disciples are clearly offended by the things Jesus is saying. What does Jesus 

say will offend them even more? (John 6v62) What does He mean?  
 
 
 
 
 

64.Turn back to Jesus’ interaction with Nicodemus, and read John 3v5-8. What do we 

learn about the flesh in these verses and John 6v63? What is “the flesh” referring 

to? Why is this important to understand?  
 
 
 
 
 

65.The things Jesus says force people to make a decision about Who He is. In verses 
66-69, what are the two choices the disciples have to make?  
 
 
 
 
 

66.Why is Peter’s response to Jesus so important?  
 
 
 
 

67.What is revealed in verse 71?  
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▶ APPLY 

In verse 66, we see that many of the disciples turn back from following Jesus because 

He is different than the Messiah they expected. How is Jesus different than you 

expected? Describe a time when you were tempted to be offended by Jesus.  

!97



WEEK 6

▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 5-6  
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▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus?  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7 
HARSH ACCUSATIONS AND A GREAT ESCAPE 
 
This Week’s Reading: John 7-8  

Last week we looked at the first of seven “I Am” statements as Jesus declared, “I am 
the Bread of Life.” He also demonstrated two more of the seven signs recorded in the 
Gospel of John when He healed a paralyzed man on the Sabbath and miraculously fed 
five thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fishes.  

In our study this week, we will see how Jesus' ministry throughout Galilee is beginning 
to stir up contention among family and derision from the religious rulers of His day. 
Everywhere Jesus goes people are forced to wrestle with His teaching and come to a 
decision about who they think He really is. 



WEEK 7

▶ READ  

Read John 7-8 from start to finish  

Summarize what happens in the following sections in 2-3 sentences each.  

John 7v1-24  

John 7v25-52  

John 7v53-8v30  

John 8v31-59  
 
 
 
 

Use annotation tools to identify major themes for this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

nNews 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 7v1-24.  

1. Fill in the blank:  

“After this Jesus went about in ___________.”  

2. Why didn’t Jesus go to Judea?  
 
 
 

3. Read Leviticus 23v33-44 to learn more about the Feast of Booths. Based on what 

you’ve read so far, why did the Israelites celebrate this feast?  
 
 
 

4. Why do Jesus’ brothers tell Him to go to Judea?  
 
 
 
 

5. How is John 7v5 a confirmation of John 1v11?  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6. What does Jesus mean by “my time has not yet fully come”? (verse 6 & 8)  
 
 
 
 

7. Where previously in the book of John did Jesus have a similar conversation with a 

close relative? (See John 2v1-5.) 
 
 
 
 

8. Why does Jesus say the world hates Him? (John 7v7)  
 
 
 
 
 

9. Jesus remains in Galilee until after His brothers leave for the feast. Then what does 

He do? Why? (See verses 10-12) 
 
 
 
 

10. Who is looking for Jesus at the feast? (verse 11) 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11. What are the two opinions people have about Jesus (John 7v12)?  
 
 
 
 

12. Why is no one talking about Jesus openly (verse 13)? 
 
 
 
 

13. Why are the people surprised at Jesus’ teaching (verse 15)? 
 
 
 
 

14. How did Jesus say people would know if His teaching was from God (verse 17)? 
 
 
 

15. Fill in the blanks:  

“The one who _________ on his own ______________ seeks his own ____________;  

but the one who _________ the ____________ of Him who sent him is __________,  

and in him there is no _______________.” John 7v18 
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16.When Jesus says, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it” (verse 21) what is He 

talking about? (See John 5v1-8.) 
 
 
 

17. In verse 23, Jesus is saying there are exceptions to breaking the Sabbath. What two 

things does He say are acceptable reasons to break the Sabbath?  

▶ APPLY 

In John 7v24, Jesus says, “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 

judgment.” It is difficult in our judgment not to be swayed by popular opinions or what 

seems like the easiest route to take. Sometimes right judgment is unpopular and not 

well received.  

Why do you think it’s so easy to talk ourselves into the wrong answer?   
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Describe a time in your own life where you had to make a decision that you knew was 
right but wouldn’t be popular. 

Why is it important to have “right judgment”?  

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 7v25-52.  

18. What do the people of Jerusalem say is the reason the authorities are not seeking 

to kill Jesus, even though He is speaking openly (verse 26)? 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19. Why do they think He is not the Christ? What do the people know (verse 27)? 
 
 
 
 

20. What is Jesus’ rebuttal to their claim? Whom do the people not know (verse 28)? 
 
 
 
 

21. Why did no one lay a hand on Jesus even though they were seeking to arrest Him 

(verse 30)? 
 
 
 
 

22. In verse 31, we see that many people believe in Him. Why?  
 
 
 
 

23. What event is Jesus foreshadowing when He says, “I will be with you a little longer, 

and then I am going to Him Who sent me. You will seek Me and you will not find 

Me. Where I am you cannot come.”? (See John 7v33-34)  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24. Why can’t they go where He is going?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

25. What is Jesus referring to in verse 38 when He says, “Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26. Where in our study of the Gospel of John have we seen Jesus reference “living 

water” before?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

27. Go back and read John 4v10-15. What happens to the person who receives the 

Spirit?  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28. As Jesus’ ministry continues, the people are becoming more and more divided. List 

some of the primary reasons for this division. (See John 7v40-52.)  
 
 
 
  

29. Fill in the blanks:  

“Some of them wanted to _____________ _____________, but no one ________________ 

______________ on Him.” John 7v44 
 
 
 

30. Why? (See John 7v30.)  
 
 
 
 

31. Who reappears in John 7v50? 
 
 
 
 

32. Why is he uniquely equipped to engage with the Jews in this matter? (See John 
3v1-2.) 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33. Read Deuteronomy 1v16-18. Summarize these verses, and describe why they are 

relevant to John 7v51. 
 
 
 
 

34. How do the Pharisees respond to Nicodemus (verse 52)?  
 
 
 
 

35. What does Nicodemus risk doing by challenging the Pharisees?  
 
 
 
 

36. What are the Pharisees suggesting when they ask Nicodemus if he is from Galilee 

(verse 52)? 
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▶ APPLY 
 
Jesus said that rivers of living water would flow out of the heart of the one who 

believes in Him. How have you experienced the work of the Holy Spirit in your own 

life? What does it look like to have rivers of living water flowing from our hearts on a 

daily basis?  
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▶ READ  

Read John 8v1-59 from start to finish. 

37. Many translations organize John 8v1-59 into five distinct narrative sections. In your 
own words, summarize what happens in each of these connected narratives.  

John 8v1-11  

John 8v12-30  

John 8v31-38  

John 8v39-47  

John 8v48-59  
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▶ EXPLORE 
  
Now shift your focus to John 8v1-11. 

38. Where do the people go in verse 2?  
 
 
 
 

39. Where does Jesus go (verse 1)? 
 
 
 
 

40. Describe the scene found in John 8v2:  
 
 
 
 
Who is there?  
 
 
 
 
Where are they? 
 
 
 
 
What time is it?  
 
 
 
 
What are they doing?  
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41. Read Matthew 5v1 and Luke 4v20. What do you notice about Jesus’ teaching 
posture? How does that picture shape your view of “sitting at the feet of Jesus”?  
 
 
 
 
 

42. How does the scene change in John 8v3?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

43. What do the scribes and Pharisees say is their reason for bringing the woman to 
Jesus (verse 4)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

44. What does the law of Moses command (verse 5)? Read Deuteronomy 22v22-24 
for context.  
 
 
 

 

45. Based upon the passage in Deuteronomy 22v22-24, who is conspicuously missing 
from this pharisaical ruse? Why do you suppose that is?  

!114



WEEK 7

46. How did Jesus respond to the woman’s accusers (verses 6-8)? 
 
 
 
 

47. List the posture changes and physical movements Jesus makes from the second 
half of verse 6 through verse 10.  

6b ________________ 7 ________________ 8 ________________ 10 ________________  

48. According to Deuteronomy 17v7, what was the precedence for the person who 
should throw the first stone?  

49. Who did Jesus say had the right to throw the first stone (verse 7)? 

50. If sinlessness were the qualifier to execute judgment, then who was the only 
qualified one in this scenario?  

51. Consider the last three words of Jesus in this section, “Sin no more.”  
Would you say Jesus judged this woman? Y / N  
Would you say Jesus condemned this woman? Y / N  
Would you say Jesus challenged this woman’s behavior? Y / N  
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▶ APPLY 
 
Imagine being brought in the humiliation of sin before Jesus. How does He respond to 

you? Why? Do you think your understanding of how Jesus would respond to you is 

accurate?  
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 8v12-30.  

52. Jesus makes the second of seven different “I am” statements in verse 12. What is 
it?  
 
 
 

53. What is the first “I Am” statement made in John 6v35?  
 
 
 
 
 

54. The backdrop for Jesus’ second “I am” statement is the Feast of Tabernacles where 
candles lit up the courtyards of Jerusalem every night. According to verse 12, what 
happens as a result of following Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

55. Why do the Pharisees say Jesus’ witness is not true (verse 13)?  
 
 
 
 

56. In verse 13, the Pharisees are referencing a rabbinic rule where someone’s 
testimony would not be accepted when offered on their own behalf. Why do you 
think Jesus was exempt from this rule?  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57. Fill in the blanks:  

“Jesus answered, ‘Even if I do bear witness about Myself, My testimony is 

_______________, for I know where I _________________  ________________ and where I 

_______________ _____________ , but you do not know ________________ I come from 

or ________________ I am going.’” John 8v14 

58. What is the Pharisee’s judgment based upon (verse 15)? 

59. Why does Jesus say His judgement is true? In other words, if Jesus were to pass 

judgment, why would it be valid (verse 16)? 

60. In order for a witness’s testimony to be valid in Jewish Law, it required another 

witness to confirm. Who is Jesus saying is the other witness (verses 17-18)? 

61. Who is Jesus saying His Father is?  
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62. If the Pharisees know who Jesus is, who else did Jesus say they would know  
(verse 19)? 

 
 

63. Why did no one arrest Jesus (verse 20)? 

Read verses 21-30.  

64. Throughout these verses Jesus makes several claims about Himself and His 

audience (made up of Jews and religious leaders). Make two lists that outline some 

of the observations you make about both from this text.  

                 JESUS     HIS AUDIENCE  
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65. Based on your observations, describe any themes you see emerge.  

66. What seems to be the main point Jesus is trying to make?  

67. Describe the relationship that Jesus has with the Father based upon verses 27-29.  

68. Read verses 24 and 30. Describe the role of belief in this narrative.  
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▶ APPLY 
 
Have you ever struggled to believe that Jesus is Who He says He is? If so, what are the 
circumstances under which you most often find yourself questioning? 

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 8v31-58. 

69. Whom is Jesus speaking to in verse 31? 

 
 

70. What does Jesus say makes someone His disciple (verse 31)? 
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71. According to verse 32, what does Jesus say will set a person free? 

72. How does someone come to know the truth (verses 31-32)? 

73. According to verse 34, what type of slavery do they need to be freed from? 

Read Romans 6v16-19.  

74. What makes a person a slave?   

 

75. According to these verses, there are two choices. A person is either a slave to 

________________ leading to _________________, or they are a slave to 

_____________________ leading to ______________________ .  
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76. After considering these verses and what we’ve learned so far in our study of John, 

what role do you think belief plays in obedience?  

77. How many times in verses 31-58 is Abraham mentioned?  

Read Genesis 15v1-6 and 17v1-8 and consider the significance of Abraham.  

78. Why did the Jews identify so strongly with Abraham?  

79. List the three fathers mentioned in John 8v31-58, who their children are, and who 

makes the claim.  

 FATHER    CHILD(REN)    CLAIM  
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80. Make a list of observations about the devil as revealed in verse 44.  

81. Jesus is making a clear distinction between truth and lies in this passage.  
If the truth will set someone free, what do lies do?  

82. What do you think the connection is between sin and lies?  

83. Why were the Jews unable to hear Jesus’ word (John 8v43-44, 47)? 
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▶ APPLY 
 
When we sin, it is the direct result of believing the lie that we can be our own god and 

determine what is best for ourselves. Identify three areas of your life where you tend to 

believe this lie most often.   

84. In verse 48, what do the Jews accuse Jesus of?  

85. Fill in the blanks:  

“Yet I do not ___________ My own _______________; there is _______ who _________ it, 

and He is the _______________. Truly, truly, I say to you, if ________________ keeps My 

____________, he will never see ______________.“ John 8v50-51 
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86. Now paraphrase what Jesus is saying in this verse. 

87. How do the Jews respond to Jesus’ claim?  

88. Jesus does not seek His own glory. Who does? Why is it important that Jesus not 

seek His own glory (verse 54)? 

89. Why would the Jews have been especially angered by Jesus’ claim that “before 

Abraham was, I am” (verse 58)? What claim is He making? (See Exodus 3v14.)  
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▶ APPLY 
 
The Jews placed their confidence in the fact that they were descendants of Abraham 

but it would do them no good because they did not believe in the One sent to them 

by God. Was there a time in your life where you placed your confidence in the faith 

tradition of your family rather than believing in Jesus for yourself? 

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus? 
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8 
BLINDNESS AND BELIEF 

This Week’s Reading: John 9 

The author of the Gospel of John continues to build his case that Jesus is the 
Messiah with his account of the healing of a man blind since birth. This is the sixth 
sign (symbolic miracle) in this first half of the Gospel of John.  

After leaving the Festival of Tabernacles in dramatic fashion (John 8v59), Jesus’ 
disciples ask a really good question, possibly to clarify a superstition the Jews 
shared with most cultures—that disadvantaged people are disadvantaged 
because they deserve it. Jesus does not simply answer their question with a 
catchy phrase. He stops and fully engages with the blind man and sets in motion 
a series of events that John 9 presents in eight dramatic scenes. In the end, the 
healed man seems to be more amazed by Jesus’ answer to His disciples’ question 
than by his own healing. 



WEEK 8

▶ READ  

Read John 9v1-41 from start to finish. 

In your own words, summarize what happens in each of the eight scenes of John 9.  

John 9v1-7 

John 9v8-17 

John 9v18-23 

John 9v24-34 

John 9v35-41 
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Use annotation tools to identify major themes for this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Focus on John 9v1-5. 

1. What descriptive detail does the author give us about the blindness of the man 
Jesus passes (verse 1)?  

2. What are the two causes the disciples propose may be the reason for the man’s 
blindness (verse 2)? 

3. Read Exodus 20v5. From this passage, why might the disciples have made a 
connection between the man’s blindness and past sin? 
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4. Which of the two options did Jesus choose (John 9v3)—what reason did Jesus give 
for this man’s disability? 

5. In verse 4, Jesus says, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is still 
day; night is coming, when no one can work.” What do you think Jesus meant by 
“we”? 

6. In verse 5, Jesus repeats one of seven “I am” statements recorded in the Gospel of 
John—He says, “I am the light of the world” (see John 8v12). Go back, and read 
John 1v9-10. Who received light, and who did not receive the light in this story? 

7. Consider the smart, rich, attractive, or famous people we obsess over in modern 
culture. Now consider the drug-addicted, mentally unstable, homeless population 
we mostly ignore. Do we act as if the privileged are privileged because God is 
happy with them? Do we act as if the disadvantaged are simply disadvantaged 
because God is not happy with them? 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v6-7. 

8. Verse 6 begins with ”Having said these things…”. What connection might the 
author want you to make with Jesus’ words, “I am the light of the world” and Jesus’ 
action to heal this man? 

9. What three things does Jesus do in verse 6? 

10. What one thing does Jesus tell the blind man to do in verse 7? 

11. What natural thing does the blind man do, and what supernatural thing happens? 

12. At what point does the blind man receive his sight? 
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13. This is the sixth sign (symbolic miracle) recorded in the Gospel of John. Jesus has 
required different acts of participation with each miracle. Match the natural action 
with its corresponding supernatural sign of the other five miracles. 

  Natural Action     Supernatural Sign   

  Stepping out      Water to wine 

  Giving  one meal     A son healed 

  Filling water jars     A paralytic healed  

  Simply believing     5,000 fed 

  Getting up      Walking on water 

14. What do the blind man’s actions say about his openness toward Jesus? 

▶ APPLY 

Is there something you need from Jesus right now? Are you open to do whatever He 

tells you? Ask Him, then go and do what He says. 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v8-12. 

15. In this next scene (verses 8-12), neighbors and everyday passersby recognize that 
the blind beggar is neither blind nor begging anymore. What are the two types of 
reactions the people have? 

16. Those who say, “No, but he is like [the blind beggar]” distrust what their own eyes 
revealed to them, though the man was standing right in front of them. Compare 
this scene to Matthew 28:16-17. How did people react to the impossible miracle 
of seeing Jesus’ resurrected body? 

17. Note a turn in the story in John 9v10—“How were your eyes opened?” What 
details does the formerly blind man include when he recounts what happened 
(verse 11)? (Note this detail for the next section). 

“Jesus _____________ _____________ and _____________ my eyes.” 

18. We see Jesus do three things on the front end of the miracle in verse 6. What three 
things does the blind beggar say he had done to participate in what Jesus was 
doing in verse 11? 

“So I ______________ and ______________ and ______________ my sight.” John 9v11 
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19. If you pay attention, you will see humor throughout Scripture. The author of the 
Gospel of John includ a comedic exchange here. Consider the question from the 
neighbors and passersby to the formerly blind man in John 9v12. What humor do 
you see? 

20. Search “man sees color for the first time” in your Internet browser of choice, and 
watch one of the videos. Pause and reflect. What must it have been like for the 
blind beggar to see for the first time? What would you have said to Jesus if this 
were you?  

▶ APPLY 

Scripture tells us Jesus will someday resurrect it all—new Heaven, new Earth, and new 

resurrected bodies for each of His children to rule and reign with Him. In a few words, 

write what a fully alive, glorified body would mean to you or someone you love?  

!135



WEEK 8

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v13-17. 

21. Who brought who to whom in verse 13? What do you suppose their motivation 
may have been for this? 

22.  We are not given the name of the man Jesus healed. Write the descriptions used 
of the man throughout the narrative. Notice the dramatic change in his identity in 
verse 13? 

 John 9v1 “He saw __________________________________________________.” 

 John 9v8 “Who had seen him before as a _____________________________.” 

 John 9v13 “They brought to the Pharisees ____________________________  

    _________________________________________________.” 
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▶ APPLY 

What identity has Jesus rescued you from? How might a description of your identity 

change be written?  

  

 A woman/man who had formerly been _____________________________ 
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23. Read verse 14 again. As odd as Jesus’ spitting may seem to the modern, overly-
sanitary sensitive mind, saliva was thought to have medicinal purposes in the first 
century. So it was not the use of saliva that sparked controversy; it was the act of 
mixing saliva with dirt. According to Jewish tradition (not the Torah), kneading was 
one of thirty-nine actions that were considered work that violated the Sabbath.  
Rewrite verse 14 in your own words with this perspective in mind. 

24. After their investigation of the man’s story in verse 15, what are the two reactions 
from the Pharisees in verse 16?  

25. The Pharisees seem to ask the man who had formerly been blind to solve the 
controversy. What title does he use to describe Jesus in verse 17? Look ahead to 
verse 38. What title does he attribute Jesus then? 

 John 9v17 “He said, ‘He is a ______________________.”   

 John 9v38 “He said, ‘___________________, I believe,’ and he worshiped Him.” 
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WEEK 8

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v18-23. 

26. Do the Jewish leaders believe that the man who had formerly been blind had really 
been healed (verse 18)? What made them change their minds? 

27. In verse 19, the Jewish leaders ask three questions of the parents of the man who 
had formerly been blind. Write the parents’ answers to each of these questions 
(verse 20).  

 Question    Answer 

 Is this your son?   ____________________________________ 

 Was he really born blind?  ____________________________________ 

 How does he now see?   ____________________________________ 

28. Scripture is always the first and best place to look for clues to interpret Scripture. In 
verses 22 and 23, the author of the Gospel of John pauses the story and tells 
readers why the parents may have been cautious when answering the Jewish 
leaders. What are the social consequences about going public with your belief in 
Jesus today? 
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29. The Gospel of Luke records Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount and a series of 
blessings called The Beatitudes. The last of these blessings applies to those who 
suffer persecution for their believing loyalty to Jesus. Write Luke 6v22-23, and 
insert your name in place of the word you throughout. 

30.  The synagogue was the hub of the whole community. To be “put out of the 
synagogue” meant you would be cut off from the network of relationships that 
made it possible for you to thrive in a given community. If the parents of the man 
who had formerly been blind signal that they now believe in Jesus, they may lose 
all of that. What are the fundamental trust structures of your life? 

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v24-34. 

31. The Jewish leaders summon the man who had formerly been blind to testify again. 
This time they show their suspicion that he is hiding something by evoking the 
words of Joshua to Achan (Joshua 7v19-20), who had been hiding spoil from 
Jericho—“Give glory to God,” they say. Note the irony. Does the man who had 
formerly been blind glorify God with his answer in verse 25? If so, how? 

!140



WEEK 8

32. More irony and humor practically jump off the page as the man who had formerly 
been blind responds to the Jewish leaders continued pressing. Write ten 
observations about his response in verse 27. (Note: We’re not looking for specific 
answers here. What do you observe?) 

I. ______________________________________________________________ 

II. ______________________________________________________________ 

III.______________________________________________________________ 

IV. ______________________________________________________________ 

V. ______________________________________________________________ 

VI.______________________________________________________________ 

VII.______________________________________________________________ 

VIII.______________________________________________________________ 

IX.______________________________________________________________ 

X.  _____________________________________________________________ 

33. In verses 28 and 29, the Jewish leaders declare themselves disciples of Moses. 
What does Jesus say about the compatibility of the teachings of Moses with belief 
in Him in John 5v46-47? 

34. To punctuate their rejection of Jesus as being a prophet, the Jewish leaders say, 
“We do not know where He comes from” (verse 29). Since they can not deny the 
miracle, what is the Jewish leaders’ strategy to discredit Jesus? 
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35. Contrast the Pharisees’ shrinking argument and lack of amazement at the miracle 
with the growing boldness and utter amazement of the man who had formerly been 
blind at their unbelief in verse 30. How is this man seeing the trusted structures of 
his day with “fresh eyes”? 

36. he privileged Jewish leaders continue to repeat their weak arguments, and the man 
who had formerly been blind continues to grow in his boldness and belief in Jesus 
in verses 31-33. Read Psalm 146v7-9 and Isaiah 42v6-7. What is the man who had 
formerly been blind claiming about Jesus that differentiated Him from Moses in 
verses 32 and 33? 

37. The Jewish leaders could not bear the thought that this simple man was correcting 
their theology, yet they could not refute his words. What do you think they meant 
by “You were born in utter sin” in verse 34?  

38. Verse 34 finishes with the words “And they cast him out.” What the parents of the 
man who had formerly been blind fear comes upon their son. Why do you think he 
was so bold? 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v35-39. 

39. After having set these controversial events in motion, what causes Jesus to 
reconnect with the man who had formerly been blind (verse 35)? Who was looking 
for whom? 

40. How did Jesus refer to Himself in verse 35? The man who had formerly been blind 
would have been familiar with the prophecy of Daniel 7v13-14. Read it for yourself. 
What expectations would come with the person who would carry the title “Son of 
Man”? 

41. Read ahead to Acts 7v54-56. What and who does Stephen say he sees? What do 
these two scenes tell you about Jesus’ response to people who are willing to face 
persecution and rejection for Him? 

42. What is the man who had formerly been blind’s response to Jesus’ claim to be the 
Son of Man in verse 38? 
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43. At the beginning of this chapter (in verse 5), Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world.” With this in mind, restate Jesus’ purpose statement from verse 39 in your 
own words. 

44. In John 3v17 (and throughout John), Jesus says He does not come to condemn. 
Yet here in John 9v39 (and throughout John), Jesus clearly says He does come to 
judge. What gives? Contrast the ideas of judgment and condemnation. 

▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 9v40-41. 

45. Verse 40 begins, “Some of the Pharisees near Him heard this.” Note, this is a new 
scene, separate from the interrogation of the Jewish leaders. These Pharisees seem 
to be sincere. A better translation of their question, “Are we also blind?” would be, 
“We are not blind, too, are we?” How is this posture different than that of the 
Jewish leaders before? 
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46. Read Proverbs 26v11-12 in light of the Jewish leaders’ behavior. Now consider 
Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ question in verse 41. 

47. Go back to the question the disciples ask Jesus at the beginning of this story  
(verse 2). What is the issue at hand in relationship to blindness and guilt? 

48. Reread verse 41. After setting in motion the events surrounding this miracle, how 
do Jesus' words in verse 41 do a full reversal of their perspective? Would you say 
Jesus answer the disciples’ theological question? 
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49. Why do bad things happen to good people? This is not a new question. Through 
the retelling of this story, the author of the Gospel of John is showing how Jesus 
offers a better question. Jesus neither claims nor denies that God is the cause of 
this man’s blindness. Instead Jesus wants His followers to ask “Who is the solution 
to the bad things that happen to good people?” What bad things have happened 
in your life? In what ways are people in your life disadvantaged? Write the ways you 
see Jesus as the answer to these problems. 

50. Of all the stories the author of the Gospel of John could have told, why do you 
think he wanted the world to know this one?  
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▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus?  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9 
THE SIGN OF A GOOD SHEPHERD 

This Week’s Reading: John 10 

Last week we read about Jesus performing a miracle no one had ever witnessed
—the healing of a man blind from birth. Rather than celebrating this undeniable 
work of God, Jewish leadership cast the formerly blind beggar out of the temple. 
John 9 ends with a tender moment—Jesus comes back to meet the man who 
could now see and brings him into a worshiping relationship with God. Then 
Jesus uses a turn of phrase that makes the Pharisees uncomfortable (John 9v39), 
calling them “blind”. Then John 10 seems to begin with Jesus’ reaction to the 
Pharisees. John 10 gives us some of Jesus’ most famous and compelling words, 
contrasting His mission with others. 



WEEK 9

▶ READ  

Read John 10v1-42 from start to finish. 

In your own words, summarize what is happening in each of the scenes of John 10.  

John 10v1-10  

John 10v11-18 

John 10v19-21 

John 10v22-42 

Use annotation tools to identify major themes for this week’s reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 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▶ EXPLORE 

Now focus on John 10v1-6. 
    
1. Look back at the last section of John 9. Who banishes whom from the synagogue? 

 
 

2. To whom is Jesus speaking at the end of John 9 (verses 40-41), and to whom is 
Jesus speaking at the beginning of John 10 (verse 1)? 

3. Identify and describe the setting (where), the characters (who), and the actions 
(what) of the first section of Jesus’ parable (verses 1-5). 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Read Numbers 27v15-23, and compare it to John 10v1-5. What imagery do 
Moses and Jesus both use of leadership and the people under their care? 
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5.  Who is Jesus referring to as a “thief and a robber" in verse 1 and a stranger in 
verse 5? 

 
 

 
 

6. Is there someone Jesus may be specifically referring to as a representative of sheep 
who follow His voice versus the voice of strangers in verses 3-5? 

 
 
 

7.  Who is the author of the Gospel of John referring to as “they” and “them”  
in verse 6? 
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▶ APPLY 

What are the competing voices in your life right now? How are those voices reaching 

you? Whose voice is the loudest? 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 10v7-10. 

8. Verse 7 begins with “So Jesus again said to them.” What is meant by “So…”? Is 
there anything we read in verse 6 that may have motivated Jesus to go deeper with 
a second parable? 

 

9. At the end of verse 7 and at the beginning of verse 9, Jesus makes the third of His 
seven “I am” statements included in the Gospel of John. What do you think Jesus 
means by, “I am the door” (or in some translations “I am the gate of the sheep”)? 

 

10.Jesus says “All who came before me are thieves and robbers.” (verse 8). In the 
previous section (verses 1-5), “thief and robber” seems to refer to the Jewish 
leaders who kick the man who was formerly blind out of the temple for not listening 
to them. Who might Jesus be referring to as “all who came before Me” in this 
parable?  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11.Explain in your own words what Jesus promises to those who “enter” through Him 
as the door in verse 9? 

12.John 10v10 is one of the most widely memorized and quoted verses in the Bible. 
Who have you heard referred to as “the thief” in the past? Who is “the thief” 
referring to in the context of this parable? 

13.Read Jeremiah 23v1 and Ezekiel 34v3. What do the prophets say of the Jewish 
leaders (shepherds) who have come before Jesus? Do these ideas relate to the 
behaviors of “the thief” in John 10v10? 

14. Jesus gives a purpose statement for His mission at the end of verse 10. Explain 
what Jesus means by “that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
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▶ APPLY 

What are the “thieves and robbers” of your life? How do they get to you? What will 

your life look like if you fully surrender those things to God? 

What does the way of Jesus look like? What kinds of things does He say when He gets 

your attention? What does Jesus’ offer of “life abundantly” look like in your life? 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 10v11-13 

  
15.According to verse 11, what will Jesus’ offer of life abundantly cost Him? 

16. In verse 11, the author of the Gospel of John gives us the fourth of Jesus’ seven “I 
am” statements. Read Psalm 23. Read Isaiah 40v11. Read Revelation 7v17. What 
does “I am the good shepherd” mean? 

17.Who might Jesus be referring to as a“hired hand” who leaves the sheep vulnerable 
to predators in verse 12? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18.Why might Jesus have had to point out that the Jewish leaders “care nothing for 
the sheep” in verse 13? 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▶ APPLY 
 
Read John 10v11-13 
 
What leadership roles and responsibilities do you have right now?  

List some ways can you lead more like the good shepherd than the hired hand? 

The wolf in Jesus’ parable snatches and scatters the sheep. What are some  

harmful things that might cause you to separate from community? 

!157



WEEK 9

▶ EXPLORE 

Now focus on John 10v14-18. 
  

19.What does Jesus mean by “I know My own and My own know Me” in verse 14? 

20. What relationship does Jesus use to describe His relationship with those who follow 

Him in verse 15? 

21. To whom might Jesus have been referring to as “other sheep” in verse 16?  

22. Jesus’ language in these parables draws on images of the scattering of nations at 

the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11) and foreshadows both the coming together of 

nations at Pentecost (Acts 2) and also Jesus’ future rule and reign over New Heaven 

and New Earth (Isaiah 65). Fill in the blanks of Jesus’ prophetic goal in verse 16: 

“So there will be one _______________, one _______________.” 
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23. Write 10 observations about Jesus’ death from verses 17-18. (We’re not looking 

for 10 specific answers. What do you notice?) 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10.___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now focus on John 10v19-21. 
  

24. In verse 19, the author of the Gospel of John draws our attention to the fact that 
there was “a division among the Jews” just as he did in John 7v43 and John 9v16. 
What do you think the author wants us to see? 

25. In verses 20-21, the author of the Gospel of John gives commentary on what the 
confusion is about Jesus in this scene. What does the author say? 

26.At the end of verse 21, the question is asked, “Can a demon open the eyes of the 
blind?” The Pharisees would likely have known Psalm 146 from memory. Write the 
first line of Psalm 146v8 below. 
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27.Verses 20-21 not only mark the end of the Good Shepherd parables, but they also 
mark the end of the Gospel of John’s longer section on Jesus’ ministry at the 
Festival of Tabernacles (or Feast of Booths) (John 7v1-10v21). Compare the 
reaction of “the many” in John 7v31 & John 8v30 with the reaction of “The 
Pharisees”in John 7v32 & John 7v44 & 8v59. 

28. In this larger Festival of Tabernacles section (John 7v1-10v21), the author of the 
Gospel of John gives us two controversies  
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▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 10 
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WEEK 9

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus? 
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10  
LAZARUS IS MADE ALIVE  

This Week’s Reading: John 11 

Last week we saw another aspect of Jesus’ character revealed as the Good 
Shepherd, One who “lays down His life for the sheep.” In response to mounting 
opposition, Jesus flees Jerusalem across the Jordan River, which is where we 
pick up the story in John 11. This is a critical chapter in John’s literary flow as an 
author. In a way, everything has been leading up to the death and resurrection of 
Lazarus.  

This week, we journey with Mary and Martha in particular as they discover what 
it means to trust Jesus with their grief. In return, they not only witness a 
resurrection; they experience one themselves. 



WEEK 10

▶ READ  

Read John 11 from start to finish. 

Summarize what happens in each section in 2-3 sentences.  
 
John 11v1-16 
 
 
 
 
John 11v17-27 
 
 
 
 
John 11v28-44 
 
 
 
 
John 11v45-57 
 
 
 

Continue your annotation in the back of this workbook of major themes for this week’s 
reading. 

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now shift your focus to John 1v1-16. 

1. How many “signs” or miracles have we seen Jesus perform up until this point? Look 
back through your study if you need to.  
 
 
 

2. Whom do we find ill in verse 1? 
 
 
 
 
Who were his sisters?  
 
 
 
 

3. Based on the surrounding verses (3 and 5), what kind of relationship did Jesus have 
with the sisters? 
 
 

4. Based on what Jesus says in verse 4, what do you expect to see Him immediately 
do? Why? 
 
 
 
 
What does Jesus say this illness is for?  
 

5. How does Jesus feel about Lazarus, Mary, and Martha (see verse 5)? 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6. On the surface, do Jesus’ actions in verse 6 seem to line up with His emotions in 
verse 5? Why or why not?  
 
 

 
 

7. What do you think it was like emotionally for Mary and Martha during the two days 
Jesus stayed put? Do you think their view of Jesus would have been challenged?  
 
 
 
 
 

8. Why in verse 8 are the disciples concerned with Jesus going to Judea again? Look 
back at John 10v31 and 10v39 for further context.  
 
 
 

9. What continuing theme of John’s gospel do you notice in verses 9-10? 
 
 
 
 

10. How are Jesus’ words in verse 9 about there being “twelve hours in the day” 
interacting with this theme?  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▶ APPLY 

Jesus seems to be intentionally delaying this miracle for reasons unknown to Mary and 
Martha. Have you ever felt like Jesus was doing that to you? What was that season like? 
How did it impact your relationship with Jesus? 
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▶ EXPLORE  
 
Now turn to John 1v17-27. 

11. How many days does verse 17 say Lazarus had been in the tomb for when Jesus 
arrived? 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think that would have been significant to witnesses? 
 
 
 
 

12. Describe Martha’s response in verse 20 when she hears Jesus has entered Bethany.  
 
 
 
 
What emotions do you think she felt in that moment?  
 
 
 
 
 
Look at Luke 10v38-42. What about Martha do you notice in both stories?  
 
 
 
 

13. What resurrection does Martha think Jesus is referring to in John 11v24? 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14. Another one of Jesus’ “I am” statements appears in verse 25. What is it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In your own words, why do you think that is such a staggering claim?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. What does Jesus seem to think about death in verses 25-26? 
 
 
 
 
 
How is this similar to what the apostle Paul wrote about in 1 Corinthians 
15v54-55? 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▶ APPLY 

Upon hearing of Jesus’ return to Bethany, in the middle of her grief, Martha left the 
house to go and meet Jesus. How do you typically handle grief? Do you tend to run to 
Jesus or retreat in isolation? How can this story help deepen your trust in Jesus in the 
middle of those hard seasons? 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now turn to John 11v28-44. 

16. Take a close look at verses 28-29. It’s commonly thought that Mary chose not to go 
and greet Jesus like her sister, but what do these verses imply?  
 
 
 
 

17. Where did the Jews who were with Mary think she was going (see verse 31)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Where does Mary go instead? What does she do when she reaches her 
destination? 
 
 
 
 
 

18. Flip back to Luke 10v38-42. Read this passage again, and take note of what you 
see Mary doing. Based on this passage in Luke and the passage in John, what can 
we determine about Mary’s relationship with Jesus? What was important to her?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. How do you interpret Mary’s tone and emotions in verse 32? 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20. What two things happen internally to Jesus in verse 33? 
 
1.  
 
2.  
 
 

21. John 11v35 is famous for being a very short verse. Fill in the blank.  
 
“Jesus ________.”  
 
 
Why is this such a remarkable moment considering what is about to happen in the 
story? What is Jesus revealing about Himself?  
 
 
 
 

22. Look at verse 38. What does Jesus see?  
 
 
 
 
Based on what you know about Jesus’ future, when else will this sight appear?  
 
 
 

23. Who speaks to Jesus in verse 39? What has just happened earlier in verse 27? 
How are these two verses connected?  
 
 

What seems to cause the resurrection of Lazarus in verse 43?  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▶ APPLY 

The entire Gospel of John has been building up to the resurrection of Lazarus. But a 

death has to happen first before a resurrection. That’s what makes a resurrection so 

powerful. Are there any areas in your life that currently feel “dead?” How does this 

story encourage you that a resurrection is possible? 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now turn to John 11v45-57. 

24. What was the response of many of the Jews in verse 45 after seeing Lazarus rise 
from the dead? 
 
 
 
 
 

25. Verse 46 says there were other Jews who went to the Pharisees. What did they tell 
them? 
 
 
 
What do you think their motive was in doing so?  
 
 
 
 

26. What happens in verse 47 as a result of the Pharisees hearing about Lazarus?  
 
 
 
 
 

27. What fear is driving the council’s (also known as the Sanhedrin) behavior in verse 
48?  
 
 
 
 
 
Is this an understandable fear to have? Why or why not?  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28. Who is the Jewish high priest at this point in the story (see verse 49)? 
 
 
 

 

29. What does the high priest unwittingly prophesy in verse 50? 

 
 

30. Who does the high priest think he is talking about?  
 
Jews                   Gentiles                   Both 
 
 

31. Who is he ultimately prophesying about?  
 
Jews                   Gentiles                    Both 
 
 

32. How does this prophesy speak to God’s initial promise to Abraham in Genesis 
12v3? 
 
 
 
 

33. The last sign of Jesus marks a turning point in the story. What plot point is different 
about verse 53 compared to the previous 10 chapters of John’s gospel?  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▶ APPLY 

There were many motivations that caused the Sanhedrin and Caiaphas to want to put 
Jesus to death, but John focuses on their fear in this section. They feared for their own 
seats in Jewish government and for the preservation of Israel in the midst of the vast 
Roman Empire. Why do you think fear is such a powerful motivator? How can learning 
to fear the LORD help you deal with other kinds of fear? 
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▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 11 
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WEEK 10

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus? 
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11  
A ROYAL INAUGURATION 
 
This Week’s Reading: John 12 

Last week we saw the power and ministry of Jesus reach a climax: the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead. This sixth sign of Jesus’ ministry had enormous 
implications for his public perception and ignited a chain of events that will 
eventually culminate in his own death.  

This week, we look at Jesus as an anointed King who enters Jerusalem on a 
donkey. John’s language intensifies, the plot continues to thicken, and the 
inevitability of Jesus’ death grows with each passing moment.  



WEEK 11

▶ READ  

Read John 12 from start to finish. 

Summarize what happens in each section in 2-3 sentences.  
 
John 12v1-11 
 
 

 
 
John 12v12-19 
 
 
 
 
John 12v20-36 
 

 
 
 
John 12v37-50 
 
 

Continue to use your annotation tools to identify major themes for this weeks’ reading.  

• Light - what it is and who chooses to 
believe in it  

• Darkness - what it is and who chooses 
to live in it by rejecting (or disbelieving 
or misunderstanding) the light 

• Life - who has it? 
• Witnesses and sharing of the Good 

News 
• Glory 
• Family language (children, born again, 

etc) 

Light = yellow star          Darkness = black dot          Family = red heart 

Witnesses = green side-to-side arrow          Glory = purple crown 
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1. It’s important to remember where we are in the overall story of John's gospel as we 
start our study of John 12. What major event has just happened in John 11? In your 
own words, describe the different opinions and attitudes towards Jesus at this point 
in the story.  
 

 
▶ EXPLORE 
 
Now shift your focus to John 12v1-11. 

2. Look through verses 1-8 and make a list of the individuals attending the dinner in 
Bethany.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. List everything you see described about the ointment Mary uses to anoint Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In light of the rest of chapter 12, what does this anointing signify? Can you think of 
anyone else in the Bible that was anointed?  
 
 
 
 
 

5. What does Judas Iscariot say should have happened with this ointment in verse 5? 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6. Why do you think John gives us some additional details about Judas Iscariot in 
verse 6? What does he want you to see about Judas?  
 
 
 
 

7. What plans do the religious leaders make in verse 10? Why do they make these 
plans (see verse 11)? 
 
 
 

8. Do you think they actually believed that Lazarus had been raised from the dead? 
Explain your answer.  

 
 

▶ APPLY 
 
Imagine yourself at the dinner in Bethany watching Mary anoint Jesus. What stands out 
to you about the way she approaches Him? How can you learn from her in your 
approach to Jesus? 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now look at John 12v12-19.  

9. The waving of palm branches in the ancient world usually came on the heels of a 
military defeat. With this in mind, what do you think the crowd in this passage 
expected to witness?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The crowd cries out, “Hosanna!” in verse 13. To find out what this word means, 
look up Psalm 118v25, and fill in the blanks below.  
 
“____ ___, ___ _____, O Lord!  
      O Lord, we pray, give us success!”  
 
This expression, when transliterated into Greek, becomes hōsanna. How does this 
add to your understanding of what the crowd was expecting?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. John explains that Jesus finds a young donkey to enter Jerusalem on in as a 
fulfillment to Old Testament prophecy. Look up the following verses, and make 
note of what you notice about the donkey in each.  
 
Genesis 49v10-11 
 
 
Zechariah 9v9 
 
 
1 Kings 1v38-40 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What is Jesus saying about Himself by choosing to make this connection? Why not 
come in on a war horse? 
 
 
 
 

11. According to verse 16, what does John say is the key to understanding the life and 
ministry of Jesus? Why do you think he offers his own perspective at this point to 
tell his readers that? 
 
 
 
 

12. What does verse 19 say about the motive of the Pharisees?  
 
 
 
 

▶ APPLY 

We read in verses 17-18 that the crowd that witnessed Jesus raising Lazarus from the 
dead couldn’t stop witnessing about what they saw. What can we learn from their 
response? When is the last time you told someone else about what God was doing in 
your life? 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now turn to John 12v20-36.  

13. What feast do the Greeks come for (look back at 12v1)? Do you think this would 
have been expected?  
 
 
 
 
 

14. What does Jesus say has come in verse 23? Look back at 2v4 for the first mention 
of this in John’s gospel. What is Jesus talking about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recall the context of this passage. What group of people did Jesus tell this to? Why 
is this significant? 
 
 
 
 
 

15. What has to happen to the grain of wheat in verse 24 for it to bear much fruit? 
 
 
 
 
 
What connection is Jesus making to Himself here?  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16. Look at verse 25. Fill in the blanks with what Jesus says will happen to the 
corresponding actions.  
 
Love your life—>_______________________________________ 
Hate your life—>_______________________________________   

17. Look up the definition of hate in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary.  
 
Hate:  
 
 
Consider the broader context of verses 24-26. Write your own definition of hate in 
light of what Jesus is saying.  
 
Hate: 
 
 
 

▶ APPLY 

In what ways has our culture indoctrinated you to “love” your life? As weird as it 
sounds, how can you begin to “hate” your life more? If you’re being honest, how does 
this teaching from Jesus make you feel? 
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18. If Jesus is God, why do you think He feels “troubled” (verse 27) by what is about to 
happen? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Verse 28 contains one of three moments in the gospels where a heavenly voice 
attests to Jesus’ identity during his Earthly ministry. Read Matthew 3v17 and 
Matthew 17v5 to learn about the other two. Why do you think the voice appears 
at these three moments?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

20. In response to Jesus’ prayer, “Father, glorify your name!”, what event(s) might God 
be referring to when He answers?  
 
“I have glorified it:”___________________________________________  
 
“I will glorify it again:”_________________________________________  
 
 

21. In verse 31, Jesus says there is a ruler of this world that needs to be “cast out.” 
Whom is he talking about?  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22. Read Colossians 2v15 for Paul’s explanation of this event. In your own words, 
describe what you think Jesus means by “cast out.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

23. Circle whom you think Jesus is referring to when He says “all people” in verse 32.  
 
Every single person in the world 
 
The Jews  
 
All kinds of people 
 

24. Why does the crowd think the Son of Man must be someone other than Jesus (see 
verse 34)? 
 
 
 
 
 

25. How does Jesus’ response in verses 35-36 build upon the themes already present 
in John’s gospel?  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▶ APPLY 

Jesus describes a person that walks in the darkness as one that does not know where 

they are going. Write about a time in your life when this has felt true. How did you find 

your way back to the light? 
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▶ EXPLORE 

Now turn to John 12v37-50. 

26. John takes these next few verses to offer some additional perspective in order to 
help us grasp the significance of what has taken place so far. According to verses 
37-38, who or what is ultimately responsible for the unbelief of the people?  
 
 
 

 
 
 

27. John references two different passages from the Old Testament book of Isaiah. Let’s 
look those up now. The first is Isaiah 53v1. How has this verse been fulfilled in the 
life of Jesus as shown in John’s gospel?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now read Isaiah 52v13–53v12. This is commonly known as the fourth song in 
Isaiah about the “Suffering Servant.” In your own words, how does this description 
differ from the hopes and expectations of the religious leaders?  
 
  
 
 
 
 

28. Finally, consider Isaiah 6v8-10. What seems odd about the task Isaiah has been 
asked to do? 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What does Isaiah 6v10 say about each of the following body parts as it relates to 
“this people”? 
 
Ears: 
 
 
Eyes: 
 
 
Heart: 
 

29. Consider what John says in 12v41. Whose glory does John say Isaiah saw by using 
the pronouns “His” and “Him”?  
 
 
 
 
Turn back to Isaiah 6v1. Whom does it say Isaiah saw?  
 
 
 
 
What do you think John is trying to get his readers to see about the glory of God?  
 
 
 
 
 

30. Next, in verse 42 we read that many of the “authorities” believed in Jesus, but 
they do not confess it. What reason does John provide for this?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think the authorities wanted to make sure they didn’t get put out of 
the synagogue?  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31. Fill in the following blanks with whom Jesus is referring to based on His words in 
verses 44-45.  
 
Whoever believes in Jesus, believes in ______________________.  
 
Whoever sees Jesus, sees __________________________. 
 

32. Jesus says He has not come to judge the world, nevertheless in verse 48, He says 
the one who rejects Him has a judge. Who or what is that judge?  
 
 

▶ APPLY 

John says that even though some Pharisees “believed” in Jesus, they didn’t confess it 

because they loved the glory of man more than the glory of God. Put a different way, 

they were more worried about the approval of man than the approval of God. Can you 

think of a time when you were preoccupied with the approval of others? Why do you 

think this is such a common struggle? 
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▶ FINAL REFLECTIONS ON JOHN 12 
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WEEK 11

▶ WRAP-UP 
 
What did you learn about the real Jesus in this week’s study? 

What did you notice about the mission of God in this week’s study?  

How has this week’s study helped you understand what it means to be a  
disciple-making disciple of Jesus? 

  

!195



12  
A GOSPEL OF SIGNS 

This Week: Look back through John 1-12 

For the last 12 weeks, we have investigated the life and ministry of Jesus 
through the first half of the Gospel of John, which has often been referred to as 
“A Gospel of Signs” aligned with John’s purpose: “that by believing you might 
have life in His name.” (John 20v31) . 

This week we want to simply create space to reflect on what God has shown us 
in this study. In place of verse-by-verse homework, we challenge you to read 
John 1-12 again from start to finish. As you read, notice how different the 
experience is vs. the first time you read through it. Jot down any thoughts the 
Holy Spirit leads you to, and then take a few minutes to answer these questions: 



WEEK 12

1. As you studied John 1-12, what did you learn about the person and work of Jesus 
that you hadn’t seen or fully understood before? 

2. How have these stories of Jesus and the words of Jesus challenged you as a 
disciple of Jesus in this study of John 1-12?      

3. In a few words, jot down what comes to mind about the following after this study:  
 

• The divine claims about Jesus: 
 

• The compassion of Jesus: 

 

• The miraculous signs of Jesus:  

• The emotions of Jesus: 

• The mission of Jesus: 

• The promises of Jesus: 
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▶ NOTES 
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WEEK 12

▶ NOTES 
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APPENDIX A 

J O H N  
Chapters 1-12  

Taken from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  
Copyright 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  



BOOK OF JOHN

John 1 

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was 

in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 

him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who 

did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 

him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 

me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, 

he has made him known. 

!201



BOOK OF JOHN

The Testimony of John the Baptist 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said 

to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 

you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 

answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 

know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 

untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing. 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 

know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 

to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 

dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have 

borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
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Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at 

Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples 

heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following 

and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 

means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will 

see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, 

for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed 

Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and 

said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to 

Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be 

called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 

him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 

Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”46 Nathanael 

said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 

and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 

Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you 

know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the 

fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 

are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you 

under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he 

said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
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John 2 

The Wedding at Cana 

1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.3 When the wine 

ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”4 And Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with 

water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some 

out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the 

feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 

bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his 

glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his 

disciples, and they stayed there for a few days. 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-

changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 

temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
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and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 

things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples 

remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?”19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.”20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 

he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

Jesus Knows What Is in Man 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his 

name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not 

entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear 

witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 

John 3 

You Must Be Born Again 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.2 This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 

him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 
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born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 

but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 

is born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I 

say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 

but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended 

into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

For God So Loved the World 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 

the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 

should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may 

be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  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John the Baptist Exalts Christ 

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he 

remained there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon 

near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being 

baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew 

over purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with 

you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are 

going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is 

given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the 

Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the 

bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly 

at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must 

increase, but I must decrease.” 

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth 

and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears 

witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever 

receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has 

sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father 

loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son 

has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

remains on him. 
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John 4 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making 

and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but 

only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to 

pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 

field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so 

Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the 

sixth hour. 

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.”8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan 

woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to 

him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get 

that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 

drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone 

who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I 

will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in 

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give 

me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have 

no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
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husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 

that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 

called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 

speak to you am he.” 

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, 

but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?”28 So the 

woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, 

see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of 

the town and were coming to him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to 

them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one 

another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My 

food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not 

say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your 

eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is 

receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 

rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I 

sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 

entered into their labor.” 
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39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, 

“He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 

him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 

believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of 

what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 

indeed the Savior of the world.” 

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a 

prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the 

Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. 

For they too had gone to the feast. 

Jesus Heals an Official's Son 

46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 

Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that 

Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down 

and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless 

you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come 

down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man 

believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.51 As he was going 

down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked 

them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the 

seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had 

said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his 

household. 54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 

Judea to Galilee. 
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John 5 

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath 

1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, 

which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, 

and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight 

years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a 

long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, 

“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am 

going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, 

and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, 

“It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered 

them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and 

walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and 

walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 

withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the 

temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may 

happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 

healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was 

doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is 

working until now, and I am working.” 
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Jesus Is Equal with God 

18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was 

he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself 

equal with God. 

The Authority of the Son 

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 

accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the 

Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is 

doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For 

as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he 

will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all 

may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 

does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my 

word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, 

but has passed from death to life. 

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 

hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has 

life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has 

given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not 

marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 

voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 

those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
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Witnesses to Jesus 

30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I 

seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about 

myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness about me, 

and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true.33 You sent to John, and 

he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, 

but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining 

lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I 

have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 

accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has 

sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His 

voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his 

word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search 

the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 

bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 41 I 

do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of God 

within you.43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another 

comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you 

receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only 

God?45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses 

you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you 

would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how 

will you believe my words?” 
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John 6 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 

Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with 

his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his 

eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said 

to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this 

to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two 

hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a 

little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a 

boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so 

many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the 

place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the 

loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. 

So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told 

his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they 

gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves 

left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 

said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
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Jesus Walks on Water 

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 

them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.19 When they 

had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 

near the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 

afraid.” 21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

was at the land to which they were going. 

I Am the Bread of Life 

22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that 

there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his 

disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias 

came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given 

thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they 

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 

did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 

seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 

loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set 

his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of 

God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 

whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may 

see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the 

wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then 

said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 

!215



BOOK OF JOHN

heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God 

is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to 

him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen 

me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, 

and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, 

not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him 

who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on 

the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 

and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came 

down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 

and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from 

heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 44 No one 

can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on 

the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that 

anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father.

47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of 

life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the 

bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 

forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
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52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 

flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds 

on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 

day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my 

flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, 

and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of 

me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers 

ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things 

in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 

The Words of Eternal Life 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen 

to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, 

said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of 

Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no 

help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are 

some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were 

who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is 

why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So 

Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered 

him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,69 and we have 

believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus 

answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a 

devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was 

going to betray him. 
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John 7 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the 

Jews were seeking to kill him. 2 Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his 

brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the 

works you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If 

you do these things, show yourself to the world.”5 For not even his brothers believed 

in him. 6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always 

here. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its 

works are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has 

not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly 

but in private. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is 

he?” 12 And there was much muttering about him among the people. While some 

said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 Yet for 

fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began 

teaching. 15 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has 

learning, when he has never studied?” 16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is 

not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone's will is to do God’s will, he will know 

whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own 

authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one 

who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no 

falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why 

do you seek to kill me?”  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20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” 21 Jesus 

answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you 

circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man 

on the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of 

Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a 

man's whole body well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 

judgment.” 

Can This Be the Christ? 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they 

seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be 

that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man 

comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes 

from.” 28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you 

know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is 

true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent 

me.” 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because 

his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They 

said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?” 

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief 

priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you 

a little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you 

will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, 

“Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go 

to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by 
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saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot 

come’?” 

Rivers of Living Water 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 

been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Division Among the People 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 

Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come 

from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of 

David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?”43 So there was a 

division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no 

one laid hands on him. 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why 

did you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this 

man!” 47 The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any 

of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not 

know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was 

one of them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a 

hearing and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? 

Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.” 
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The Woman Caught in Adultery 

53 [[They went each to his own house, 

John 8 

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the 

temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes 

and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her 

in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of 

adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do 

you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring 

against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they 

continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin 

among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and 

wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning 

with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before 

him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 

condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”]] 

I Am the Light of the World 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to 

him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.”14 Jesus 

answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 

know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 
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from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet 

even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the 

Father who sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is 

true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me 

bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus 

answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 

Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; 

but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die 

in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill 

himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to 

them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this 

world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he 

you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to 

them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say 

about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the 

world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been 

speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted 

up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own 

authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with 

me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to 

him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
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free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 

slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are 

offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in 

you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father.” 

You Are of Your Father the Devil 

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 

Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek 

to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what 

Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were 

not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to 

them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am 

here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand 

what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father 

the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 

lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of 

sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?47 Whoever is of God hears the 

words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 
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Before Abraham Was, I Am 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 

Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 

seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he 

will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he 

will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And 

the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I 

glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 

‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do 

not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 

word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 

glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 

Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 

am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out 

of the temple. 

John 9 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked 

him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 

might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is 
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day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came 

back seeing. 

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this 

not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but 

he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how 

were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 

anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and 

received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was 

a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees 

again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on 

my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 

not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 

who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But 

how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 

is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they 

feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess 
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Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.”  

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to 

him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, 

“Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 

now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?”27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 

do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they 

reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know 

that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where 

he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to 

him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 

of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They 

answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast 

him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in 

him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to 

you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For 

judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 

see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and 

said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 

have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 
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John 10 

I Am the Good Shepherd 

1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs 

in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is 

the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 

and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out 

all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his 

voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not 

know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 

to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 

out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a 

shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 

and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 

and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 

flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This 
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charge I have received from my Father.” 19 There was again a division among the Jews 

because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why 

listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a 

demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

I and the Father Are One 

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and 

Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews 

gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 

are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 

believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do 

not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I 

know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 

and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to 

me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I 

and the Father are one.” 

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone 

me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone 

you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”34 Jesus 

answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called 

them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do 

you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 

blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of 

my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not 

believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in 

me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from 
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their hands. 40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had 

been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they 

said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was 

true.” 42 And many believed in him there. 

John 11 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her 

hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom 

you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. 

It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this 

he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 

him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there 

again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in 

the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.10 But if anyone 

walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”11 After saying these 

things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken 

him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 

recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant 

taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died,15 and for your 

sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
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him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.” 

I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained 

seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God 

will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who is coming into the world.” 

Jesus Weeps 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 

went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 

where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was 

and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 

he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
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wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 

dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the 

glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 

said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 

but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that 

you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet 

bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 

him, and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 

believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus 

had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and 

said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on 

like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both 

our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that 

year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better 

for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should 

perish.”  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51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied 

that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather 

into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on 

they made plans to put him to death. 

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to 

the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the 

disciples. 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to 

Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus 

and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he 

will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given 

orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might 

arrest him. 

John 12 

Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany 

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took 

a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 

and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 

perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), 

said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
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poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a 

thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into 

it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my 

burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

The Plot to Kill Lazarus 

9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only 

on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So 

the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well,11 because on account of 

him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

The Triumphal Entry 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the 

King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;  
behold, your king is coming,  
sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 

then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been 

done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 

tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the 

crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the 

Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world 

has gone after him.” 
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Some Greeks Seek Jesus 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks.21 So 

these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish 

to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses 

it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone 

serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone 

serves me, the Father will honor him. 

The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up 

27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.”Then a 

voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”29 The crowd 

that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has 

spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not 

mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 

out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the 

crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. 

How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of 

Man?” 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk 

while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness 

does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that 

you may become sons of light.” 
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The Unbelief of the People 

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though 

he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that 

the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,  
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,  

40 “He has blinded their eyes  
and hardened their heart,  
lest they see with their eyes, 

and understand with their heart, and turn,  
and I would heal them.” 

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him 

42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 

Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the 

synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that 

comes from God. 

Jesus Came to Save the World 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in 

him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come 

into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in 

darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 

for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects 

me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge 

him on the last day.  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49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself 

given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his 

commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” 

ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  
Copyright 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Jordan River  

 Yarden, which means “to descend,” is the longest and most important river in 

Israel. Stretching about 120-miles long and having the lowest elevation of any river in 

the world, the Jordan rises from the foot of Mount Hermon and flows from north to 

south and drops over 2,000 feet all the way to the Dead Sea. It lies in the lowest 

elevation of any river in the world. Mentioned 180 times in the Old Testament and 15 

times in the New Testament, we see the importance of this river all through the Biblical 

account. It was here that John the Baptist carried on his ministry and where Jesus 

Himself was baptized. 

Galilee 

 Galilee was the scene of some of the most memorable events of Jewish history. 

The international trade route, called the Via Maris or the Way of the Sea, ran through 

this area near Capernaum. Israel had always lived in the land that connected the great 

empires of the day, and this area was no different. The whole world knew of them 

because the trade routes passed through their country. As the nations of the world 

passed by, Israel could obey God's command to be His witnesses. It was also the home 

of Jesus during at least thirty years of His life. This entire province is connected with the 

life, works, and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. His first miracle was at the wedding in 

Cana of Galilee, and His last, after His resurrection, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

It is noteworthy that of His 32 parables, at least 19 were spoken in Galilee. And of the 

33 great miracles recorded in the gospels, 25 took place in the area of Galilee, 

specifically in three towns: Capernaum, Korazin, and Bethsaida. Sometimes called the 

"Gospel Triangle,” the cities form a triangle with the points about three-miles apart.  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Bethsaida 

 Bethsaida was one of the three main towns of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. Located 

on the northern end of the sea near the mouth of the Jordan River, this was the 

hometown of Peter, Andrew, and Philip who were successful fishermen.  Jesus fed the 

five thousand, healed a blind man in Mark 8, as well as many other miracles in and 

around Bethsaida. The ruins of this village are being uncovered for the first time, 

revealing a prosperous town constructed of basalt, a black rock common to the area.  

Nazareth  

 The seemingly insignificant town of Nazareth is located north of the 

Jezreel Valley in the hills of lower Galilee. Nazareth occupied about 60 acres, with a 

very small population. In his writings, Josephus, the Jewish historian, names some 45 

Galilean towns but never once mentions Nazareth. And neither does the Jewish 

Talmud, which names 63 other Galilean sites of that day. The significance of Nazareth 

provoked disparaging comments in Jesus’ day, such as Nathanael’s comment: “Can any 

good thing come from Nazareth?"  

 Nevertheless, the New Testament explicitly identifies Jesus as the prophet from 

Nazareth in Galilee. This was the town of Mary and Joseph and the place where Jesus 

spent most of His life. Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah prophesied 

that “a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear 

fruit” (Isaiah 11v1).  The word branch in Hebrew is netzer, the same root word 

for the name Nazareth. Some historians have suggested that Nazareth was named 

as “the town of the branch,” meaning “the place where the Branch of David lives.” 

In the New Testament, Matthew connects Nazareth with the prophecy in Isaiah 11v1: 

“And He went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by 

the prophets might be fulfilled, that He would be called a Nazarene” (Matthew 2v23).   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Cana 

 Cana, which means the nest, was a village in Galilee about five miles south of 

Sepphoris. This was the scene of the first miracle of Jesus, and it was also the 

hometown of Nathanael. This wedding in Cana appears to be a typical Jewish wedding 

celebration. In the first century, a wedding feast lasted for seven days, and running out 

of wine would subject the host to ridicule. Jesus’ mother Mary (Miriam in Hebrew) finds 

out about the depletion of the wine. Since guests helped pay off the wedding 

expenses, it seems that she wanted Jesus to do something. Jesus’ reply seems harsh to 

modern ears but was far more polite in the culture: “What does this have to do with 

Me? My hour has not yet come.”  

 John’s gospel often speaks of Jesus’ “hour” as His time to be crucified as an 

atoning sacrifice. Here His reply means that if He starts to do miracles, He will in effect 

be announcing that He is en route to the cross. Jesus acts out of compassion for the 

master of the feast. By virtue of His first miracle, Jesus turns water into wine—the most 

excellent wine at that!  

Rabbis and Disciples 

Community life in the first century was under the leadership and authority of the local 

rabbis (teachers or masters). Communities lived together, worshiped together, 

supported each other, and even traveled to Jerusalem together for annual feast days. 

Rabbis were highly respected leaders in Galilee and all over Israel.  

 Galilee was an area in Israel especially known for rabbis and disciples (students). 

The Hebrew idea of disciple (talmid), stresses the relationship between rabbi and 

disciple. A talmid of Jesus' day would give up his entire life in order to be with his 

teacher. It was not enough just to know what the rabbi said, but the foremost goal of 

any talmid was to become like the rabbi and do what the rabbi did. A disciple’s 
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deepest desire was to follow his rabbi so closely that they would start to think and act 

alike. When a rabbi noticed a young person in the community who excelled in their 

study of Hebrew scripture and had a unique passion to follow God, he would extend 

an invitation: “Follow me.” With this honor, the rabbi was saying, “I think you have 

what it takes to become like me.” 

Nicodemus the Pharisee 

 Nicodemus was a respected, influential Jewish leader in Jesus’ day. As a 

Pharisee, Nicodemus was highly educated in Jewish law and theology. Jesus called him 

“a teacher of Israel” indicating he was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. Scholars also 

say this phrase revealed Nicodemus was a member of the elite group called the 

Sanhedrin, the supreme religious body of the time of the Second Temple in Jerusalem. 

The Sanhedrin consisted of seventy-one sages who met in the Chamber of the Hewn 

Stone, a large hall located within the Temple compound in Jerusalem.  

Nicodemus addressed Jesus as Rabbi, acknowledging His position and favor with God. 

However, he likely came to Jesus at night because he was protective of his reputation 

with the other members of the Jewish elite.  

Jerusalem — City of Shalom  

 Located in the Judean mountains, Jerusalem (City of Shalom or City of Peace) is 

the capital of Israel and is considered a "holy city" in Judaism, Christianity & Islam. 

Jerusalem is by far the most important city in the Bible! The Bible says God has placed 

His name there and that the eyes of God are watching this city constantly day and 

night (2 Chronicles 7v16). Jerusalem is the center of the world and the epicenter of the 

Word of God. There is no other city on the planet like Jerusalem. 
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• Jerusalem is where Abraham brought his son as a sacrifice to God on a stone altar to 

prove his loyalty.  

• Jerusalem is where God directed Solomon to build the temple, which would be the 

dwelling place of His very presence.   

• Jerusalem was the place where Jeremiah & Isaiah penned the principles of 

righteousness that became the very moral foundation for modern civilization. 

• Jerusalem is where the very first church began on the Day of Pentecost.  

• Jerusalem is where Jesus rode on a donkey as an inaugural declaration as  
messianic King. 

• Jerusalem is where Jesus was crucified, buried, and where He was raised back to life. 

• Jerusalem is where Jesus ascended to Heaven.  

• Jerusalem is where Jesus will one day return to establish His kingdom on Earth. 

Bethany 

 Primarily known in the Gospels as the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 

Bethany occupied an important place in the life of Jesus. Jesus often found Himself 

staying in Bethany at the home of His closest friends as He ministered in Jerusalem. 

Located on the Mount of Olives’ eastern slope, Bethany sat “about two miles” 

southeast of Jerusalem (John 11v18 HCSB).  

 Bethany became the final stop before Jerusalem just off the main east-west road 

coming from Jericho. Being at the foot of the mountain, the people could not see 

Jerusalem, thus giving Bethany a sense of quiet seclusion in comparison to Jerusalem. 

The road between Bethany and Jerusalem provided a ready avenue for travel across 

the Mount of Olives, about an hour’s walk. The primary Bethany event in the New 

Testament involved the raising of Lazarus from the dead, where Jesus demonstrates His 

passion and authority over death and the grave. 
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Passover and the Lamb of God 

 The word Passover in Hebrew is pesach, “to pass over.” Even today, Passover is 

celebrated in Israel and in Jewish homes all over the world celebrating how God 

supernaturally delivered His enslaved people from the bondage of Egypt. The highlight 

of this supernatural deliverance was how God instructed His people to use the blood of 

a spotless, innocent lamb. On their last night in Egypt before following Moses to the 

wilderness, Death passes over the homes marked the blood of the spotless lamb on 

their doorposts.  

 After that first Passover, God gave specific instructions on how to celebrate 

Passover each year. During the days of the temple in Jerusalem, families were to travel 

to Jerusalem for this feast. Each family was required to offer a lamb as a sacrifice in the 

temple to atone for the sins of their family for that calendar year. This lamb could be 

brought from their own flock from home or it could be purchased in the marketplace in 

Jerusalem.  

 The head of the family would take his family’s lamb into the temple, make his 

way to the brazen altar, and stand before the priest. Laying his hand on the innocent 

lamb, the sins of the family were symbolically transferred to the lamb. The lamb was 

then killed on the altar. The blood of that lamb covered the sins of this family.  A 

passage from Josephus (first-century historian) says that at least 256,500 lambs were 

killed in the temple for a Passover in one year between 66-70 CE (Jewish Wars 6.9.3).  

 Fifteen hundred years later, after the first Passover night, John the Baptist is 

baptizing people in the Jordan River when he sees Jesus coming toward him. By the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, John says, ”Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sins of the world” (John 1v29). About 700 earlier, Isaiah depicted the coming 

Messiah as a “Lamb that is led to the slaughter” (Isaiah 53).  John the Baptist 
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recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God, and the One Who would fulfill the 

role as the lamb sent by God to be both the real Passover Lamb and to provide the 

blood sacrifice for sin. The New Testament goes on to refer to Jesus as “the Lamb” 34 

times. 

Water Baptism 

 Ritual immersion in water represented a powerful and frequently used religious 

symbol in ancient Judaism. This ceremony was enacted to symbolize purification 

and the removal of sin. To be clean outside was a metaphor for inward, spiritual purity. 

Purification through immersion was required for all Jews in order to preserve that state 

of purity without which they could neither enter the temple nor participate in its 

services during the annual festivals. Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims converged on 

Jerusalem for Passover and other major feasts, and they would all need to be purified 

in this way. Only “living water” could be used for this type of purification.  

 Water was of great importance to the people of the Bible. They lived in a dry 

country, completely dependent on the seasonal rains. Fresh water was not available 

everywhere, and the task of digging wells and cisterns was a difficult one. There were 

different types of water found in the land of Israel. Cistern water was rainwater trapped 

in plastered pits dug into rock. Most homes and public buildings had them. The water 

was often dirty, having flowed from roofs or streets into the cistern. This source of water 

was not dependable because one season it might not rain or the plaster might leak and 

the water seep away.  

 Running water, especially spring water, was considered living. It stayed fresh and 

clean. Most springs were dependable, providing water year-round. This constant, fresh 

source of water was called living water, probably portraying its life-giving qualities, as 

well as its constant freshness. Living water was for cleansing.  
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 The ritual bath of Jesus' day, the mikveh, used before coming into the presence 

of God at the temple or at the synagogue worship service, contained flowing water or 

living water. John the Baptist's choice of the Jordan River for his symbolic cleansing 

likely was based on the need for fresh, moving water to symbolize cleansing. Jesus 

described Himself as living water, and the people of His day understood the meaning. 

Only God could provide Living Water. It would not fail to satisfy any thirst.  

 Recently, archaeologists have also discovered around 150 ritual baths (mikvah) 

surrounding the southern and western wall of the Temple Mount. A mikvah was a way 

to collect living water for the specific use of purification.  

 After His resurrection, Jesus sanctioned water baptism in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit as an important part of becoming a disciple. 

Baptism is a clear expression of repentance before God, and because of the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Jesus, this act of obedience is a powerful symbol of the 

death, burial, and a new resurrected life in Christ! Of note: if you could see all of the 

different mikvahs and areas of “living water" close to the temple, it would be easy to 

understand how 3,000 people were baptized on the spot after Peter preached in Acts 

2.  

Samaritans vs. Jews 

 The rift between the Samaritans and the Judeans extended for centuries before 

Jesus. According to 2 Kings 17, the Samaritans were the descendants of 

Mesopotamian peoples who were forcibly settled in the lands of northern Israel by the 

king of Assyria in the wake of the exile of 722 BC. Samaritans combined worship of 

Yahweh with worship of idols. They constructed their own temple to Yahweh on Mount 

Gerizim and established their own rival, hereditary priesthood.  

 Samaritans viewed themselves as the faithful descendants of Israel and saw the 

Judeans and the temple in Jerusalem as apostate. They accepted only the first five 
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books of the Old Testament, but in their version Mount Gerizim is described as 

the chosen place for the sacred sanctuary/temple.  

 Samaria functioned as a temple-state under the leadership of its own priestly 

aristocracy. After the Maccabean success, the Samaritan temple was attacked and 

destroyed by the Hasmonean priest-king John Hyrcanus in 128 BC. This act sealed a 

permanent rift between the two communities, and to a large extent, it underlies the 

hostility between Jews and Samaritans reflected in the New Testament. Archaeologists 

have uncovered remains from Justinian’s church, Hadrian’s temple, and the temple that 

John Hyrcanus destroyed.  

 The words of the woman at the well reflect the Samaritan devotion to this site. 

Samaritans, like the Jews, expected the Messiah to come. They revered Moses as 

the true prophet, and they cherished hopes that a prophet like Moses would one day 

restore them and their sanctuary. They described this messianic figure as “the 

Restorer.”   

 A Samaritan document called the Memar Marqah states, “Let the Restorer come 

safely and sacrifice a true offering. The Restorer will come in peace and reveal the truth 

and will purify the world and establish the heads of the people as they once were." The 

Samaritan woman reflected this expectation when she declared, “I know that Messiah 

is coming…When He comes, he will tell us all things.”   

Jesus responds, ”I…am He” (John 4v25-26). 

Jacob’s Well 

 John’s gospel is the only place in Scripture to refer to “Jacob’s Well.” It is 

assumed to be a well Jacob either dug or discovered while living there with his sons. 

When Jacob comes to Shechem on his return from Paddan-aram, he encamps east 

of the city, purchasing a piece of land from Shechem’s father. According to Genesis 
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33v18, Jacob erects an altar here, and he calls it El-Elohe-Israel, meaning “God, the 

God of Israel.” The town of Sychar in John 4 refers to the ancient city of Shechem, 

eight miles southeast of Samaria, between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. In this area, 

Joshua gathers all Israel to renew their covenant before the Lord. Jacob purchases this 

land from the local inhabitants for 100 pieces of silver, and on which, the children of 

Israel bury Joseph’s bones when they return to the Promised Land. 

 Today, Jacob’s Well in Samaria lies within the monastery complex of the Eastern 

Orthodox Church in Nablus, a part of the Palestinian West Bank. Jacob’s Well is also 

about 250 feet from the archaeological ruins of ancient Shechem. Shechem has a long 

history in Scripture, and it was the first capital of the northern kingdom of Israel. 

Pools of Bethesda 

 The Pools of Bethesda, meaning House of Mercy, is in the eastern wall of the 

Old City of Jerusalem. In the Second Temple period it was a rainwater reservoir about 

10 meters deep. Sick people came to be healed in the pure water: “In these lay a 

great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 

water (John 5v3 KJV).  Today you can see the remains of a fifth-century Byzantine 

basilica which was built over the pools.  

Mount of Olives 

 At 2,650 feet above sea level, the two-mile long Mount of Olives is a flattened 

ridge located just a few hundred yards east of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It rises 

over 200 feet above the Kidron Valley, which separates those two very significant 

places. East of the Mount of Olives is the Judean Wilderness. There’s an ancient 

cemetery on the western slopes of the Mount of Olives which is still used for Jewish 
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burials today. Some of the tombs along the bottom of the ridge were already old in 

Jesus' time.  

 Part of the reason Jewish people are buried here on the slopes of this mountain 

is the belief that when Messiah comes, they will be resurrected from here and follow 

him into the city to rebuild and restore all things. Hebrew Scripture predicts that the 

Messiah would come from the east through the wilderness and would enter Jerusalem.  

Fulfilling prophecy, Jesus took this route in His triumphal entry and made His way into 

the city of Jerusalem. The Garden of Gethsemane was also on the slopes of this area. 

The entire ridge was most likely covered with olive trees in the first century.  
 The Mount of Olives seemed to be a significant place for Jesus and His disciples 

while they were around Jerusalem. Scripture makes it clear that Jesus often retreated to 

the Mount of Olives with his disciples. When Judas brought the mob to arrest Jesus, he 

knew right where to find Him: “Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for 

Jesus often met there with His disciples” (John 18v2). According Acts 1, this is where 

Jesus ascends to Heaven after His resurrection, and this is where He will return. 
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